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EDITORIAL 

 

I started my previous Editorial by referring to the ”strange times” in which we found 
ourselves. Well, it feels as though our current situation is no less strange - although it 
has perhaps become what is referred to by some as the ”new normal”.  Indeed, there 
is a strong sense of déjà vu – as I write this we are again in lockdown in England. The 
pandemic is, of course, a worldwide crisis and I do hope that this edition of the 
Newsletter finds you and your families safe and well, wherever you are reading this.  
 
I am very pleased that our printers, Tradcoe Ltd, are continuing to operate – we are 
extremely grateful for their efforts and a small article acknowledging this is included in 
the Newsletter. On a separate note, I would also like to record my thanks to Mike 
Nicholson-Florence for his efforts in maintaining the ADA website. He has faced 
many challenges this year with the withdrawal of support by Yahoo. The website does 
get a number of visitors from time to time and it is good to hear from members as a 
direct result. 
 
I am delighted that our Chairman, Sheila Sandford, has been able to produce a 
Chairman’s Report for this Newsletter, and it is good to hear that her health is 
improving, albeit slowly. 
 
It is always good to receive comments and feedback on articles that have been 
contributed by members and I have this time included comments received from 
Stephen Wilkinson and Mike Dobson on items that appeared in the Spring edition. 
The item on ”Doc” Morgan also prompted an interesting contribution from Peter 
Ballinger – the music for several of Doc’s compositions is still available to purchase. 
Geoff Manning sent in some further thoughts about two of those mentioned in Living 
Memories, and finally Brian Stenner contacted me with a cricketing memory of 
Gordon Fisher. All feedback is welcome, as well as ideas and suggestions for future 
editions. Do let me know what you would like to see included. Please continue to send 
in your contributions, however small!  
 
One casualty of the ongoing Covid-19 situation has been our AGM. Sadly it was not 
possible to hold the meeting at the school in October as is usual. The idea of an online 
meeting using ”Zoom” was discussed but after canvassing opinion from members (with 
thanks to Peter George our Membership Secretary for his efforts here) it was decided 
to defer the AGM in the hope that we can hold an actual meeting, in person, in 
hopefully safer and better times in Spring 2021. Sheila Sandford provides more 
information in her Chairman’s Report. 
 
This year the country has commemorated the 75th anniversary of both VE Day and 
VJ Day. In Newsletter 56 I suggested that readers might like to send in articles with 
their reflections or memories to mark these anniversaries. Sheila Sandford’s 
recollections make for a very human story through the eyes of a child. David 
Rowland’s description of the Armed Forces involved makes for fascinating reading – 
and his models are superb. The photos cannot really do justice to the amount of time 
and effort that must have gone into this project, but I am very grateful to David for 
sharing them! 
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The annual fund-raising challenge in memory of Ted Hazelden took place in 
September and you can read all about it in this Newsletter.  
 
There are the usual fascinating and generous tributes to those members of ADA and 
other former pupils, who have sadly died in recent times. In this edition we share 
memories of Roy Elms, Ann Scrivener, Stephen Thompson and Judith Browning. 
In addition, Norma Hall (née Youdale) has provided some very special ”Living 
Memories” of her dear friends. 
 
News from the School reflects much of what happened over the 2019/20 year – or at 
least, what was planned! I would particularly draw your attention to the final paragraph 
on page 20. The School is planning projects to record the history of secondary 
education in Dorking, and to document the response to lockdown. Chris Panting, Head 
Teacher, has asked for contributions on the school’s history, particularly photos, that 
would enhance the displays. Please do send any pictures or items that you feel would 
be of interest to the email address shown in the article. News also includes an update 
on the ADA Bursary, and a last-minute addition to show the wreath-laying at the 
Memorial Gates. Finally, I am, as always, grateful for another interesting contribution 
from Nick Ridley, sharing some memories of what he studied at school. 
 
I hope that you will enjoy reading this Newsletter, and please do send me your 
thoughts, memories and any contributions that you think would be of interest, long or 
short, on whatever subject, for inclusion in the next edition. The next edition will be 
published in Spring and once again I say that I hope that life will have become a little 
easier for us all by then. Let us hope that the announcement of successful vaccine 
trials means a return to life as we remember it!  
 
It might be a little early, but I send you all my good wishes for Christmas, and for a far 
happier 2021. I hope that you all stay safe and well – and I look forward to hearing 
from you. 
 
 

Jane Collard (née Dunk, 1969 -76) 
 

--------------------------------  
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT       Sheila Sandford (1947-54) 

 
I must first of all apologise for being unable to do as much for ADA in the past year or 
so as I would have liked because I have been on the sick list, but am glad to say I am 
slowly beginning to recover (however, once you pass 21, this process is rather slow – 
and even slower after you pass 21 for the fourth time, as one of my old friends cheekily 
suggested!).  

But we have all faced difficulties this year in the shape of Lockdown due to Covid 19. 
Time has been spent trying to keep things ticking over for ADA, including producing 
two Newsletters, giving thought to a different system this year concerning selecting 
applicants for the Annual ADA Bursary, arranging a convenient time to place our 
Poppy wreath on the Memorial Gates at school and also trying to work out the best 
way of dealing with the now overdue AGM. 

Regarding the AGM, 65 members kindly replied to Peter George’s survey about the 
possibility of using Zoom for the AGM in October this year or postponing it until next 
Spring.  In favour of Zoom is the fact that some members who have a computer but 
live too far away to travel to Dorking these days, would be able to participate in a 
‘virtual’ meeting.  Of the members who replied to the survey, many were willing to go 
along with either format but the majority preferred the latter. We have decided the 
Zoom system would not be suitable without deeper thought, as quite a lot of members 
do not have computers.  In many cases these are people who have many valuable 
memories and interesting local knowledge to draw on and I feel it is most important 
that they should not be excluded.  Accordingly we hope that the 2019-2020 AGM will 
take place in the Spring.  

A report on the 2019 AGM was included in Newsletter 56 and a summary of the 
accounts for 2019-2020 is included in this edition. The Committee, as confirmed at the 
2019 AGM, now comprises: Sheila Sandford (Chairman and Acting Secretary), Peter 
George (Vice-Chairman, Treasurer and Membership Secretary), Jane Collard 
(Newsletter Editor), Michael Jarvis, Gerry Moss, David Mountain and Nick Ridley. A 
membership list is included with this Newsletter. 

In conclusion I would like to express my personal thanks to Peter George, David 
Mountain and Jane Collard for their support and hard work during my indisposition.  

I sincerely hope you and your families are all staying safe and well in these restricted 
days.  Christmas 2020 is going to be rather different but I hope it will be peaceful for 
us all and that we can look forward to better things in the New Year. 

With all good wishes, 

Sheila 

 

--------------------------------------------- 
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REPORT FROM MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & TREASURER 
 

With sadness, I have to report that since the Spring 2020 Newsletter, the following 
members have passed away: 
 
Glenda Montgomery  (neé Sizer)  (1943-48 
Anne Morley    (neé Mawson) (1946-49)  
 
The following members have actively resigned their membership: 
 
Rita Jarvis    (neé Akehurst) (1951-58) 
Mark Lambert     (1970-72) 
Jean Smith   (neé Edwards) (1943-49) 
 
and the following have declined to respond to requests for subscription renewals: 
 
Joan Divers    (neé Cottle)  (1945-50) 
Pamela Wilson     (1971-76) 
Wesley Hughes     (1947-53) 
Penny Holmes  (neé Warrington) (1950-57) 
Trevor Allen      (1978-86) 
 
At 31st October 2020 the membership stood at 267 members, a decline of 10 members 
since the last Newsletter. There have been no new applications for membership. 
 
As we are unable this year to hold an AGM at which the financial results could be 
reported, the summarised results for the year are as follows: 
 
 
      31 Aug 2019  31 Aug 2020 
          £        £ 
 
Subscription Income   2,720   2,390 
 
Less : Expenditure 
 Newsletter costs  1,157   1,032   
 Bursary award     500   1,000 
 Other expenses     403      452 
 
      2,060   2,484 
 
Surplus          660      (94)  
 
Bank balances    8,052   8,424 
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Albeit subscription income has decreased, reflecting the decline in membership 
numbers, the financial resources of the Association remain strong. On that basis your 
Committee has resolved to increase the bursary provision for the financial year from 
£500 to £1,000, such bursaries to be paid in December or early in the new calendar 
year 
 

 
        Peter George (1965–68) 

Membership Secretary & Treasurer 
 

--------------------------------------- 
 

 

FOLLOW-UP to Newsletter 56….. 

 
It is always interesting – not to mention encouraging – to receive feedback on articles 
included in previous editions of The Dorkinian. Following publication of the Spring 
Newsletter I received the following: 
 
 

1. J Worsfold Ltd                                                     Stephen Wilkinson (1969–76) 

 
I particularly enjoyed reading the article by Rob Worsfold (p19) on J Worsfold Ltd. Not 
only am I an Ashtead resident, but my mother lived for many years in the bungalow 
referred to, built on the site of the former builders yard.  In her 12 years there, I got to 
know 2 members of the Worsfold clan, both Steve Worsfold (from whom she bought 
the bungalow) and Margaret Worsfold, who lived in the family house on Rectory Lane 
before she moved to Scotland to live with her daughter. 
 
The bungalow was sold when my mother moved into Care, and she has since passed 
away. She also knew Meredith Worsfold, who had something of a legendary status in 
Ashtead, although I never had the pleasure of meeting him personally. 
 
A lovely bungalow and happy memories. 
 
Editor’s Note: Stephen was a contemporary of mine so it was good to hear from him 
- and to reminisce briefly via email! I forwarded Stephen’s message to Rob Worsfold, 
who was of course delighted with the comments. 
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2. “Elijah” Reflections                                                    Mike Dobson (1942-50) 

 
Firstly, grateful thanks to Hebe [Morgan] and daughter for giving us the pleasure of 
hearing once again the 1948 performance of Elijah by the School Choir and OD 
Musical Society. The part of “Elijah” in the performances was sung by Robert Irwin, a 
well-known professional baritone. School music, under “the Doc” inspired in me a 
lifelong enthusiasm for music, singing and oratorio.  
 
Years later I began taking singing lessons and was entered in the “Novice Class [Any 
Voice]” of the Bedfordshire Competitive Music Festival. I must have sung all the right 
notes and in the right order because I emerged the victor, which afforded me an 
interview with the Adjudicator, one Robert Irwin. I, of course, reminded him of the 
DCGS “Elijah” and remember his keen response in which he commented on the high 
quality of performance and the unbounded enthusiasm of both the Doc and the choir. 
What he didn’t hear, because it only took place in rehearsal - and recognising the 
austere food rationing conditions which still pertained in those immediate post-war 
years - was the appeal to “above”, in the Recit and Chorus number 19, not to “Open 
the heavens and send us relief” but to “Open the heavens and send us corned beef”! 

 
3. More memories of “Doc”                                 Peter Ballinger (1946-51) 

 
Ed: My thanks to Peter Ballinger for further memories of Doc Morgan, along with 
details of how to obtain some of his original work. Peter has also provided an update 
on his own life – hopefully it might provoke memories amongst his contemporaries. 
 
For over 30 years, my wife Leslie Gold and I have been publishing new and old music 
under the name “PRB Productions” and we are proud to include in our catalogue 
several works by Derek (Doc) Morgan. These are: Sonata for Violin and Piano (Edition 
CI024); Sonata for Bassoon and Piano (CI025); his Anthem "God is Ascended up on 
High (CV013)"; Carol "Behold, a Simple Tender Babe" (CV014), and Six Songs for 
Soprano and Piano (CV017). I sang with the school chorus in the anthem when it was 
newly composed, and used to play clarinet sonatas with Derry's masterly piano 
accompaniment, a very warm memory. All these publications were made possible with 
the cooperation of Hebe Morgan.  
 

More information about these editions can be found at our website, 
www.PRBMusic.com. The best way to find them is to search on the edition numbers. 
Or they can be ordered through Sheet Music Plus (www.sheetmusicplus.com) 
  

By way of personal background, I have lived in the USA since 1957. After acquiring a 
BSc. and PhD in Organic Chemistry at University College, London, I spent 2 years at 
Cornell University doing research, then 28 years with Chevron (California Research 
Corporation, later renamed “Chevron Research”) in Richmond, California. Shortly after 
retiring in 1986 I started the publishing business.  
  

http://www.prbmusic.com/
http://www.sheetmusicplus.com/
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I have a son and two daughters by a previous marriage, and three grandchildren. 
Leslie and I live in Albany, California, which turned orange, along with much of the 
West Coast, in September, because of the catastrophic fires in California and Oregon. 
We enjoy “Midsomer Murders”, “Doc Martin” and other English TV productions. We 
both play the viola da gamba (by ourselves, unfortunately, since the pandemic isolated 
us). My brother John went to Reigate Grammar School, served in the RAF, and now 
lives in Portugal. We have not crossed the Atlantic since 2001, and it's hard to predict 
when we may do so again. 
 
 

4. Follow-up to “Living Memories”         Geoff Manning (1948-55) 
 
Thank you to Geoff Manning for these memories in response to the last Newsletter: 
 
Robin Boxall used to live in the same road as me in Ashtead and, along with another 
DCGS pupil, Mike Gardner, we used to ‘hang out’ together and go far and wide on our 
bikes.   Windsor and Hampton Court used to be popular destinations as well as places 
not so far away.   The 3 of us also used to play cricket (batsman, bowler and 
wicketkeeper) on waste land behind Robin’s house.   We moved from Ashtead when 
I was 15 and although I stayed at the school and saw him there we did not really get 
together out of school after that.   It is a reflection on the times that parents today would 
probably not want their 14 year olds cycling from Ashtead to Windsor. 
  
Hilary Turvey (Saines) was at primary school (Barnett Wood Lane, Ashtead) with me 
although she would have been a little older.   My main memory of her is being in the 
next bed to her in Leatherhead hospital where we had both had our tonsils and 
adenoids removed.   It must have been at or soon after the war as we both enjoyed 
our first taste of ice cream which, due to the war, we had never seen before. 
 
 

5. Gordon Fisher             Brian Stenner (1942-49) 
 
Finally, I received the following email from Rev Brian Stenner in response to David 
Mountain’s item on Gordon Fisher....”Hi to all you Old Dorkinians (as we used to be 
called)  Reading the news about Gordon Fisher. I well remember playing cricket in a 
match for the School against the Staff.  Mr. Woodman, the maths teacher, was at the 
crease facing the school fast bowler.  He snicked a catch and the ball flew into the 
hands of ”Face” Fisher, as we juniors used to call him.  He caught the ball and yelled, 
almost screamed, "Owww". He never got as far as "Zat"!  Mr. Woodman walked from 
the crease passing Gordon on the way.  He gave him a little lecture.  "I know I am out, 
Fisher.  There was no need to make such an exhibition of yourself."  Poor Gordon 
suffered this rebuke with a muffled groan.  We discovered that in catching the ball he 
had half torn off a finger nail - which must have been excruciating.  Happy(?) days!!” 
 

--------------------------------------- 
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REFLECTIONS ON VE and VJ DAY COMMEMORATION 

 

War end memories                                                     Sheila Sandford (1947–54) 

 
I can write very little in response to the Editor’s appeal for VE Day Memories but, as 
we have just had the 75th anniversary of the end of the War, I hope this might be of 
interest, if only to remind readers of the joy of fish paste sandwiches! 
 
The celebration of VE Day in my road was very lightweight because, as my parents 
explained, Geoff who lived across the road, was a Japanese  Prisoner of War, of whom 
no news had been heard, so it was agreed there would be no flamboyant rejoicing, 
just tea for the children. All I recall is trestle tables set out in the lower half of the road, 
well away from where Geoff’s parents lived.   Kitchen chairs were loaned from all the 
houses and, as a special treat, fish paste sandwiches were enjoyed by the children, 
accompanied by very synthetic orange squash! 
 
But it was rather different when VJ Day came along.    
 
First of all, it was a number of weeks following VJ Day before we heard that neighbour 
Geoff was alive. Following a period of treatment and rest set up for these poor soldiers, 
he did get home in time for Christmas!  Everyone got out their flags to show that the 
road welcomed him home with relief and warmth.  Even at my young age, I could see 
he looked like a walking skeleton. The following year his family moved away so we 
lost track, but I hope he recovered sufficiently both mentally and physically to be able 
to cope with a straightforward job in civvy street. 
 
I would like to explain for the benefit of readers too young to know, how most families 
had lodgers. During the War, all houses with a spare bedroom were enforced to have 
billeted on them a London-based person, who would be working for a large, important 
concern and to whom the quiet country market town of Leatherhead was a much more 
peaceful environment – but we had our moments of course! 
 
As a family, we had several of these lodgers throughout the War, all nice people who 
were grateful to come out to the country! My favourite was Mr. Ramsay who was a 
senior member of the Air Ministry staff (the Wartime Air Ministry office was at The 
Priory, opposite Leatherhead Parish Church). My parents and Grandma, who was 
often here, took to Mr. Ramsay too and our families remained friends for evermore! 
 
My parents and Mr. Ramsay decided to take me to London on VJ Day!  After all, it was 
history!  I don’t think any of them realised quite how many thousands of other people 
had the same idea!  I found it quite frightening, squashed in by so many people.  I was 
only 9 and everyone seemed to tower above me.  I clung to my mother’s hand – and 
then I realised something awful.  “Mummy?” – but she didn’t hear me in all that crush 
and noise.  I tried again, tugging at her hand and shouting.  “What is it?” she asked. 
Tears running down my face, I told her I had lost my hair ribbon.  Now this was a huge 
crime, usually followed by a tap on the wrist because you could not buy hair ribbon 
during the War. Mother’s reply was “It doesn’t matter Sheila” - and that was the 
moment I realised the war was over!   
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The other thing that I clearly remember that day was getting a very late train home – 
perhaps it was the last train?  My Dad and Mr. Ramsay (both 6-footers) went ahead 
of us and managed to bag seats in the corner of the carriage.  I was given the seat by 
the window - it was very strange not to be looking out into the darkness caused by 
blackout curtains at all the houses on the one hand and lack of street lights on the 
other. But soon after leaving London, I was looking at lots of light – so many people 
had lit bonfires in their gardens – and I didn’t know what they were until the grownups 
explained!  Bonfires were forbidden throughout the War. 
 
It was indeed a memorable day. 
 

-------------------- 

 

VE Day 75                                                                                   David Rowland  (1949-56)  

 
 

Although I had only been seven years old at the time, I have clear memories of a large 
procession down the length of Reigate High Street, filling its length with an alternation 
of marching bands and uniformed soldiers as well as military vehicles. A few days 
before this year’s anniversary, I was discussing with my family just what events or 
commemorations we might expect to see; the answer it turned out was….nothing 
much, due to lockdown. 
    
The contrast to my memories of 75 years ago was most unwelcome. After short 
deliberation I considered that I was one of the few people who could make some 
recognition of the events even on a small scale and indoors. 
 
My reaction was because I had for some 40 years been modelling military vehicles 
and organisation at constant 1/60 scale (30mm high figures).This had to be considered 
against the 6 foot length of our dining table to the ceremonial bands and marching 
figures in the 1/60 scale, including several military bands. I estimated that 9 or10 bands 
and accompanying Guards of Honour could be accommodated in Parade order on a 
main table. The bands were to be ordered in terms of seniority, or time since 
introduction, on the grounds of new practice or tasks. These are summarised in the 
table below. 
 
There was to be a smaller auxiliary table for two further bands of relevance to our 
families’ Territorial service in WWII. These were to be the  battalions of 1st and 41st 
of foot ,the Queen’s and Welch Regiments. Each of these served in Divisions of 
Second Army in the final months of the War. 
 
FACTORS CONSIDERED IN RANKING THE MAIN FORCES CONTRIBUTIONS 
 
Senior forces first. 
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Royal Navy .This needed to achieve naval superiority, in cooperation with Allies. 
However, it also needed to use this by opening serviceable ports rapidly, Churchill 
ordered this to be achieved by preparing and taking floating harbours; this also was 
achieved, by the use of MULBERRY harbours. 
 
Royal Marines. These traditionally have many roles both within and beyond the Royal 
Navy; the former include military bands, ground combat and fire support. For the 
commencement of this campaign the Royal Marines committed at least seven 
battalion-strength Royal Marine Commandos. They also initiated a new regiment - the 
first one is the Royal Marines Armoured Support Regiment, a completely new venture, 
crewing and manning a hundred tanks for fire support from landing craft, the beach, 
and inland. 
 
Royal Artillery. This force provided and controlled massive and flexible support and 
coordination throughout the campaign. 
 
Grenadier Guards. This is included both for the commitment of the Guards generally 
in this campaign and for the innovation of providing Guards Armoured units (Guards 
Armoured Division and Brigade) so that more Guards operated in tanks than as 
infantry in this campaign. It also includes the many regular and territorial Army 
armoured units also used for this campaign 
 
Rifle Brigade. A new class of infantry in 1800, they introduced high speed movement 
accurate fire, they later adapted to the presence of tanks by forming motorised infantry 
and by adding an anti-tank capability (in WWII each armoured brigade included one 
battalion of Rifle Brigade, or equivalent infantry). 
 
Queen’s Dragoon Guards. (previously King’s). Armoured car regiment for 
reconnaissance important for armoured warfare, and allocated to corps or to armoured 
division; so great was the need of more that Infantry reconnaissance Regiments were 
formed by conversion of some infantry battalions these were known by recce regiment 
number (as Division).These were equipped with a greater variety of vehicles. 
 
Parachute Regiment. Introduced in WWII and was a new method of surprise attack, 
famous for performance in battle. Division strength forces used in Normandy assault, 
later at Arnhem and Rhine crossing. 
 
Royal Engineers. As ubiquitous in battle as the Royal Artillery, with many roles 
including obstacle clearance, bridging and aiding mobility. Specialist roles in fortified 
zones such as the Normandy bridgehead, has also contributed greatly to the specialist 
78 Armoured Division’s role in the NW European campaign. 
 
Royal Airforce. A most modern Arm, many roles and important in many ways to the 
success of the campaign, along with Allied air power, for air reconnaissance, air attack, 
air superiority and air dropping and resupply of parachutists. 
 
This review, from long established to more recent military formations, has 
demonstrated our forces approaching the tasks with their Allies in an adept and 
adventurous way to meet the challenges and succeeding. 
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The photographs below show the complete parade of forces described above.  
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LIVING MEMORIES 

 

ROY ELMS (1948-53)                                                     Ashton Emery (1948-53) 
 

Roy passed away on 13 July 2019 aged 83 but this was only discovered in July this year. 
 
He was born in 1936 and began his Dorking Grammar School career the same day as me 
in September 1948. We both lived in Chalkpit Terrace, which was just a walk away from the 
school off Ashcombe Road. Roy was a year older than me so started in 1a whilst I entered 
in 1c. I believe we spent the next five years in different streams but we became good friends  
and we would spend time together at weekends. Another very good friend of Roy’s was 
Robin Searle, also a DCGS pupil, who passed away a few years ago, sadly. 
 
Roy was a very talented artist and Miss Rigby told him he was one of the best natural artists 
she ever had in her class. He deservedly won the junior school art prize in his second year. 
Out of school he loved everything to do with aircraft. He said that his interest in aviation 
started when he was only four and was taken to the allotments near Dorking Town station 
where a Hurricane had crash-landed after a dogfight. When he was 8 he survived the crash 
of a V1 doodlebug that exploded within 100 yards of his home. As a schoolboy, he could 
identify passenger planes by the sound of their engines and he would say, for example, 
‘That’s a Languedoc heading to London Airport.’ We spent time at weekends climbing up 
the cliffs of the old Lime Works and roaming across Ranmore Common or Boxhill. Roy saw 
the best in people and quietly got along with everyone. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Roy, centre of photo, flanked by fellow classmates David Rowland and Giles Lewin in 1953 Grammar 
School photograph. 
 
 

I lost touch with Roy for many years and then we got back in contact in 2004.  He revealed 
he had served an engineering apprenticeship before joining RAF Bomber Command for 
National Service. Afterwards, he switched careers and spent an enjoyable 33 years in air 
traffic control.  He married Mavis Burr, also from Dorking, in 1971 and they moved to live in 
Fleet. After his retirement at age 60, he and Mavis enjoyed a busy life that included travelling 
to all parts of the globe. They particularly enjoyed cruising. The couple never had children. 
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He wrote to me several more times and related how he had become involved with the 
rebuilding of a World War II Miles Master monoplane and then found the Farnborough 
Aviation Museum and worked with others who also had an abiding interest in aviation. I met 
Roy for the first time in over fifty years at my Old Reigatian brother Bob’s funeral service in 
August 2018. Roy had lost Mavis in 2017 and he was quite distraught. He left to visit his 
sister Doreen who was living in a care home for dementia sufferers. 
 
I made contact with Graham Rood, the curator of the Farnborough Air Sciences Trust. He 
told me that he worked closely with Roy for many years and “if you needed anything done – 
you asked Roy”. Graham sent me a document written by Roy that accompanied a memorial 
brick donated to the Trust. Roy wrote that the two most memorable things he had done in 
life were marrying a very supportive wife and becoming a member of a fascinating group of 
aviation enthusiasts. 
 
That is his own epitaph and the full document was read out at his funeral service. He loved 
his wife and the life he chose from grammar school to well into retirement. 
 
 
 

ANN SCRIVENER (1947-53)                                Jennifer Bird (née Thwaites 1947-53) 
 

Editor’s Note: I am grateful to Jennifer Bird for sending this tribute to her friend Ann 
Scrivener, whose death was reported in Newsletter 56. 

 

It was so good to see many of Ann’s friends from Dorking Grammar School at her funeral, 
which took place in the chapel at Sherlocks, Dorking on March 3rd 2020. 

Ann had lived in Dorking since 1946, when her parents left Ealing to start life in a new house 
they had built in Yew Tree Road. 

After a short time spent at Stanway School, Ann passed the exam to start at Dorking County 
Grammar School on September 1947. Here she made new friends – I was one of them – 
and we spent many happy times together, including Guides and St Martin’s Youth Club. 

Ann was a keen and enthusiastic sportswoman, particularly in hockey, and when she had 
retired she became a member of the Old Dorkinians Hockey Club. She was still attending 
coffee mornings with them at Denbies until early this year. The outdoor life was a real delight 
to Ann, walking in the Surrey Hills – more often than not with one of her dogs. Camping (in 
all weathers) was also a great pleasure. 

When Ann left the Grammar School she had a variety of jobs, ranging from a short spell at 
the Bank of England to Library work, as well as time spent working in local banks. One job 
she enjoyed particularly was the travelling library which went to many of the villages around 
Dorking. 

Ann became a keen member of local walking groups and she spent many happy years 
planning walks and holidays with the Beacon Ramblers. Travelling to places near and far 
was something that Ann loved, and planning for the next trip abroad gave her – and a great 
friend – enormous pleasure. 

Ann will be greatly missed by so many friends – one of whom I feel so lucky to have been. 
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STEPHEN THOMPSON (1955-60)                Gill Freeman (nee Thompson 1949-54) 

 
Gill Freeman sent us this tribute to her brother, Stephen Thompson, who sadly died in 
September. 
 
Steve was born in Dorking and went to Dorking Grammar School in September 1955 until 
July 1960 and went on to eventually become an Architect Technician.    He went to New 
Zealand for a year in approximately 1977, with a friend Martin Grigg, from the U3A and they 
then moved on to Australia before coming home.   Martin Grigg, stayed with relatives in 
Brisbane and is still there, but Steve decided to carry on round the country and eventually 
arrived in Perth, WA, where he decided to stay.   He lived out there for about 45 years until 
he died on 1 September 2020. He took out Australian Nationality so had dual nationality with 
UK.  He did not have a family out there but I have visited him many times  and he has made 
many good friends mostly in the U3A and he also has a very good friend, George Bradford, 
from his school days who was still keeping in touch with him from England.   With the 
wonders of modern technology my family and I were able to watch his funeral live on the 
computer as my older brother and myself were not able to go out to Australia at such short 
notice. 
 
(Editor’s Note: Gill would love to contact George Bradford and Martin Grigg, both of whom 
attended DCGS. If anyone reading this has any knowledge of George or Martin please 
contact me so that I can pass the information on.) 
 
 

JUDITH BROWNING (1946-53)        David Mountain (1943-51) 
 

Roger Browning has told us that his sister Judith passed away peacefully at her home on 
August 12th this year, at the age of 85.  It was her wish to remain in her parents’ home, where 
she had lived all her life.  
 
She had had an orthostatic tremor for many years, causing severe balance problems, and 
recently had been unwell, being confined to bed for over two years. 
 
A short service was conducted at Leatherhead Crematorium in a specially constructed 
marquee, with 30 chairs provided for named mourners.  Hymn singing was allowed, with 
masks being worn.  This was followed an hour later by a Thanksgiving Service at the United 
Reform Church in Bookham where Judith had attended for many years.  Again the maximum 
30 nominated mourners were allocated seats, to hear the prayers, tributes and hymns (from 
the television screens; no singing was allowed). 
 
Judith retired early from her career as a teacher and became a craft worker, using her home 
to produce a variety of artistic work. Joan Harrison (Berwick 1946-51), a close friend from 
School days, who attended the funeral service, recalls receiving beautiful batik scarves  from 
her on many occasions. Two examples of Judith’s work are shown in the photographs below. 
Judith was a founder member of the ADA in 1992 . We were very entertained (see N/L 44) 
when she told us about the special visit from the Duchess of Cornwall and the Hairy Bikers 
in the Spring of 2013, after she had ticked a box to say that she would consider having 
‘Meals on Wheels’. 
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Tree at Wakehurst – Judith Browning 

 
 

Original painting on silk – Judith Browning) 

 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
 
We have also received news of the following: 
 
Joan Christie (née Main 1948-52) Joan Rutherford (née Young, 1948-52) tells us that she 
has had a phone call from a distant relative of Joan Christie’s to tell her that Joan passed 
away in early August 2020. Apparently Joan’s health had deteriorated over the last five or 
so years and her last two years were spent in a Care Home.   Some readers may remember 
that Joan emigrated to Canada soon after her marriage In her early twenties, but she did 
occasionally visit the UK and continued her membership of ADA, enjoying reading the 
Newsletters.   Sadly, as her health declined, she decided to resign her membership but it is 
good that she enjoyed keeping up with ADA for so many years when she was far away. 
 
Anne Morley (née Mawson 1946-49) died recently in Australia. Sadly her copy of the Spring 
Newsletter was returned to me marked as “deceased” – no other details were given. 
 
Glenda Montgomery (née Sizer 1943-48) died earlier this year. Glenda’s son Radley 
contacted me with the sad news, adding that his mother often talked about her time at school 
and remembered it fondly.  
 

 
------------------------------- 
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MY SPECIAL SIXTH FORM FRIENDS                Norma Hall (Youdale 1943-51)  
 
Four school friends, Hazel Matthews, Margaret Walters, Shirley Webb and Norma Youdale, 
were reunited as four couples in 1992 when the Old Dorkinian Association was revived: 
Hazel and Jim Hill (met at university); Margaret and Peter Rogers (met in school) ;  Shirley 
and Ron (”Buck”) Buckley (met in school) ; Norma and Ken Hall (a former DCGS student)  
first met at a ‘hop’ following an Old Boys’ cricket match.  My friendship with this group began 
in 1950 in my third year in the sixth when I joined a group from the incoming Upper Sixth. 
.As well as contact and activities in school, including helping with the tea after cricket 
matches, we met socially outside. We followed different  courses and careers.  Hazel and I 
did continue contact by sharing a room in College Hall (a hostel for women students) when 
we were both at university in London and I attended her wedding. We both went into 
teaching, Hazel in the Primary sector and I went into Secondary   Margaret also went into 
teaching in various parts of the world (see Newsletter 47, Autumn 2015) as did Shirley on 
her return from America (see Newsletter 56).  Must have been something to do with school 
experience!  
 
Contact between the friends became limited though Shirley remained a regular 
correspondent, particularly when she was in America. So the ODA revival provided another 
beginning for the four friends and their husbands. By this time Hazel and Jim were living in 
Bristol,  Shirley and Buck were in Lynton; Margaret and Pete were in Brockenhurst and Ken 
and I were in Bath where we had lived since 1961. 
 
I cannot  remember how regular the others were in attending the AGMs but Peter was an 
active committee member and Ken and I attended  a number, as well as the wartime reunion 
(for Ken) and the party for ‘Brute’ (our form teacher).  Because we were neighbours  the Hills 
and Halls met for lunch in Bristol and Bath and occasionally at the theatre. 
 
 

 
 

Photo shows: back row l to r: Peter, Ron (Buck) and Ken, Jim; front row l-r: Hazel, Shirley and 
Margaret 
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The four couples then decided to meet together.  I think Bath was the first venue with Shirley 
and Buck staying with me and the other couples coming for the day.  We had a visit to 
Farleigh Castle and then had a meal at my home in Bath..  Further mini reunions took place 
including at Brockenhurst with an outing to Exbury Gardens and a stay with Margaret and 
Pete in their spacious house, and  to Lynton where we enjoyed the Devon countryside.  We 
joined in Hazel’s 70th birthday celebration in Bristol. 
 
Sadly, age and illness put an end to the large gatherings but individual visits did continue,  
though contact came more and more to be by phone. When Hazel and Jim moved into a 
Retirement Village in Lichfield, which was after Ken’s death in 2010, Hazel and I would meet 
for lunch in Cheltenham and we spent a few days with each other in Bath and Lichfield and 
had a holiday in the Isles of Scilly. Contact between us all became limited to letters and 
phone calls .  The four couples are now, alas, reduced to one widow and one widower with 
many happy memories. 
 

 
 
  
Photo shows Norma’s special 6th Form friends – clockwise from bottom left: Shirley, Margaret, 
Hazel and Norma 

 

 
------------------------------ 
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL            

Editor’s Note:  To say that it has been a challenging year for the School is something of an 
understatement! The first lockdown and the order for all schools to close meant that the 
school shut in March, and did not open its doors again to students until September this year. 
Students were unable to sit their GCSE and A Level examinations and the school then had 
to deal with the failed exam grading system. The work needed to put in place a Covid 19-
secure environment has been tremendous – and even with all precautions there has been 
at least one case of the virus. At the time of writing, it is expected that schools will remain 
open – but the ongoing disruption to young people’s education and lives cannot be 
overstated. Our thoughts are with the staff and students at Ashcombe as they strive to 
overcome these unprecedented challenges.  
 
Rather than add to Chris Panting’s workload this term, I have reproduced below an edited 
and abridged version of his letter to the Friends of Ashcombe, sent in June, which I know 
some of you will already have received.  
 
”Dear Friend of Ashcombe, 
  

I am writing to update you on the last few months in school.  I am coming to the end of my 
first full year as Head.  I have thoroughly enjoyed the challenges offered by the post, 
although I never quite anticipated some of the situations we have faced.  The whole 
Ashcombe community has approached lockdown in a magnificent manner and I can’t thank 
the staff, pupils and parents enough for the support they have given me.  One of my aims 
this year has been to highlight the strong link that current pupils have with the past 
generations at the school and the ethos of the school has remained consistent for many 
years.  The way the school has coped is in many ways rooted in the behaviour and approach 
of the thousands of pupils and staff who have passed through the main doors into 
Ashcombe, Mowbray or Dorking Grammar School.  I am writing to share a number of 
lockdown-related themes, but also to advertise some opportunities for any friends to engage 
with school over the coming months.  We are always keen to hear of ways in which our 
alumni can expand.  We have had wonderful support over the past few years since starting 
the group (”The Friends of Ashcombe” – Ed) and my ambition is that we will develop a group 
that means that pupils and students always have a chance to be part of our school.  Please 
do get in touch if you are interested in supporting this. (Editor’s note: please email Chris on 
panting.chris@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk if you are interested in joining the Friends of 
Ashcombe group.) 
  

Planned reunion postponed 
 
I wrote at Christmas advertising the planned 2020 reunion and it will come as no surprise 
that we had to postpone this event.  I provided a tour for the Class of 1989 last year and I 
am keen to see how, when normality resumes, we can have a number of opportunities for 
people to look round their old school.  My hope is that we will move this year’s event to next 
July, but I will write to confirm this when the future plans are clearer.  
  

mailto:panting.chris@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk
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The retirement of Mrs Margaret Jones 
 
Many of you will have been taught by Margaret Jones over the 40 years she has worked at 
the school.  Margaret has always been an inspirational English and Classics teacher, 
offering a wonderful combination of erudition and unwavering high expectations, within a 
reassuring and accessible teaching style.  I have observed many of Margaret’s lessons and 
she is one of the best teachers I have ever seen, and the school wants her to be aware of 
the regard in which the community holds her teaching.  [Editor’s note: it was Chris’s intention 
to collate comments from ex-pupils and staff and to present them to Margaret Jones in 
person.]  
  

Careers Advice 
 
We have run a series of careers events over the past few years including the careers fair, 
apprenticeship fair and careers speed-dating.  Due to the current crisis, our normal events 
for 2020 were largely postponed.  Instead the intention has been to organise a series of 
webinars where willing volunteers offer a chance for pupils to listen to their career story.  I 
can’t overestimate the life-changing impact of the contributions made towards these events 
over the past years, with pupils making career choices based on interactions with our 
alumni.  Please let me know on panting.chris@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk if you would be 
interested in helping. 
 
A particular focus has been on careers in the music industry. To this end the Music 
department planned to put together a series of short information clips from people who work 
in different areas of the music industry to show to pupils.  For further information on this 
project – particularly if you work (or have worked) in any area of the industry - please contact 
Harriet Sampson on sampson.harriet@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk   
  
Displays in School 
 
We are working to develop dynamic displays throughout the school.  Two exciting projects 
we are hoping to do include a History of Education in Dorking, and a record of lockdown for 
future generations.  We want to produce almost a mini-museum of pictures that chart 
secondary education in Dorking and would welcome any digital images you have that we 
could use.  Our hope is to create a timeline that will highlight the narrative of the school over 
the years from Dorking Grammar School and Mowbray through to Ashcombe.  It would be 
brilliant to get a range of pictures from the community, particularly from earlier in the last 
century to enhance the sense that our pupils are part of a much wider community than they 
might have been aware of.   Please send pictures to creatives@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk  .I 
have advertised the idea of Friends of Ashcombe career stories and we are in a position to 
start creating these, following the appointment of a creative team.  Use the email above if 
you would like to be part of sharing your career story.” 
 

(With acknowledgement to Chris Panting) 
 

-------------------------------------------- 
  

mailto:panting.chris@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:sampson.harriet@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:creatives@ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk
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ADA BURSARY             Jane Collard (1969-76) 

Unfortunately the awarding of this year’s ADA bursary has been yet another casualty of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. It had previously been agreed by the Committee that two bursaries of 
£500 each would be awarded this year following a selection and interview process. It was 
our intention for students to apply in March for consideration for a Bursary. The pandemic 
of course resulted in the School being closed; students were unable to sit their A-Level 
exams and were then caught up in the exam grading fiasco! Nevertheless, we still intend to 
award bursaries this year and the Committee is in contact with Chris Panting (Head Teacher) 
and Ben Blackband (Head of Sixth Form), asking them to nominate suitable candidates. If 
necessary Richard Hancock and I will interview the individuals (probably via “Zoom”) and I 
hope to be able to report on this year’s decision in the next Newsletter. 
 

 
----------------------------------------------- 

 

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2020            David Mountain 

The turnout for placing the wreath on the Memorial Gates during Lockdown was restricted 
to Headteacher Chris Panting, David Mountain and David Blow, Executive Headteacher, 
who took the photo below. The ceremony took place on 11th November, the anniversary of 
Armistice Day. 
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MEMORIES OF WHAT WE STUDIED                           Nick Ridley (1952-59) 
 

There are two particular topics which we studied in the Sixth form on which I often reflect. 
 
THE WASTE LAND by T.S ELIOT 
 
I was reminded of this poem when watching a recent replay of an Inspector Morse 
programme. “April is the cruelest month” exclaimed the Inspector, taking me back to 
September 1957 when our extremely gifted English Literature teacher “Spike” Penman 
introduced us to The Waste Land by T.S. Eliot. He walked into our classroom, carrying brand 
new copies of “The Waste Land” and other poems. The books were in a bright yellow cover, 
and I suspect they were read by many groups after us. T S Eliot was awarded the Nobel 
Prize for Literature in 1948.  We felt like literature pioneers because none of us, including 
Spike Penman, were at all familiar with this work. During the following two years we grew to 
love and learn many parts of this collection and, like Inspector Morse, quoting from time to 
time from the memorable text. The notes explaining the text were very detailed, and without 
their help we would not have gone far. 
 
I have a copy of this masterpiece to which I refer frequently and become a bit more like 
Alfred J Prufrock, the subject of another Eliot poem in the same volume “I grow old, I grow 
old, I shall wear the bottom of my trousers rolled”! 
 
 
THE SCHLESVIG HOLSTEIN QUESTION 
 
Ever since Hamlet, Denmark has dealt with many questions. One which was brought up in 
history lessons was the Schlesvig Holstein Question. At the time I did not understand the 
question and certainly not the answer. After 50 years of living in Denmark (including a break 
in Penang) 2020 is the centenary of the answer and, despite Coronavirus, this was 
celebrated in July. 
 
Schlesvig Holstein is the narrow belt of land linking Denmark to Germany. After the Danes 
unwisely attacked Germany in 1864 Bismark retaliated by invading the country and taking a 
large chunk of land including the island of Als.  This left a large number of Danes living in 
Germany and becoming German citizens. However they retained their Danish culture and 
language. Many were obliged to participate on the German side in the First World War. At 
the Versailles treaty in 1919 after WWI was over, the Schlesvig Holstein question was put 
on the back burner. But a local Danish politician wanted the land back and called for a 
plebiscite in 1920. Three proposals were put forward as to where the new border should be, 
but the Danish King wished to have the border to the south of Flensburg. However the local 
politicians could see that as Flensburg was mainly populated by Germans this would not be 
accepted. 
 
People on both sides of the border then voted and the majority for the new location was 
accepted by both sides of the border. This was ratified again this year on the centenary of 
the vote. There is still the issue of 40,000 Danes living their language and culture in Germany 
and they are formally remembered each New Year’s Day in the Queen’s speech.  Likewise 
there are Germans living north of the border who have Danish Nationality but the German 
culture. And both sides of the border live comfortably as neighbours, most of whom are 
bilingual in German and Danish. 

------------------------- 
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THE LAKE DISTRICT 24 PEAKS CHALLENGE          Sheila Sandford 

 
Further fundraising efforts by the Hazelden Family 
 
It doesn’t seem possible that September marked the 6th anniversary of the death of our 
former hardworking Membership Secretary and special friend, Ted Hazelden.  But his son 
Thomas this year embarked on yet another annual extraordinary activity to raise funds for 
the Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund. 
 
Team Safari Njema (Thomas and a family friend, Rob) set out to climb at least 24 peaks in 
the Lake District.  Not only that, but they aimed to achieve it within 24 hours!  
 
The Peaks are over 2,400 ft. high and equate to climbing the height of Mont Blanc. They 
would encounter difficult terrain, lengthy descents and steep ascents.  A brave challenge for 
Safari Njema. 
 
Although Thomas threw out an open invitation for anyone to join the Team, unfortunately 
(Editor: or perhaps not!!), as the climb took place during the weekend of 19 September, it 
was just too late to volunteer to join Team Safari Njema this year!    But we can support them 
in another way by donating via Just Giving – they will be grateful for any amount and point 
out that the fivers mount up! The Just Giving page is here: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thomas-hazelden2020  
 

On 23rd September we received the following message from Tom: 

 

“Dear ALL, 

Good News! Rob & I are still alive – we put in the shift & got the job done. 

- Whole start to finish 0850 (Sat 19th Sept) – 0709hrs (Sun 20th Sept) : 22hrs 19mins. 

- Walk Time split into 2 stages 0850:1700hrs (8 hours 10 mins) 1952:0709hrs (11hours 
17mins) 

- Total 19hours 37 mins with 25 peaks climbed 

- Total Steps : 74,126 

So either way all under 24 hours 22hrs19 mins or 19hours 37mins - pleased with that. 

Definitely the toughest endurance challenge to date. 

Thank you to all that have supported us. 

On to 2021 . . . . . 

Stay Safe and look after yourselves. 

Team Safari Njema” 

 

  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thomas-hazelden2020
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Tom sent a wonderful collection of photos from the Challenge – a selection is reproduced 
here: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
----------------------------------------- 
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MOLE VALLEY NEWS 

Magnet fishing at Mickleham – some explosive surprises!   David Mountain 

Googling “magnet fishing” brings up an interesting selection of kits used to find 
ferromagnetic objects when searching outdoor waters, apparently a fast-growing hobby. 

On two separate occasions this year magnet fishers have “rescued” WWII bombs under the 
bridge (shown below) at Mickleham, at the entry to Norbury Park. The A24 had to be closed 
while bomb disposal personnel arrived to detonate the bombs in a nearby field; on one 
occasion people in Dorking over 2 miles away were said to have heard the explosion. 

Editor’s Note: I can vouch for the closure of the A24 – I got caught in the traffic jam!! 

 
 

 

 

Photographs courtesy of David Mountain 
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And this was one of the actual bombs recovered!  

 
 
(Photo courtesy of Mole Valley Beat) 

 

Dorking Wanderers FC                                                       Jane Collard 

 

After the 2019/20 season was cut short due to the pandemic, our local football team has 
made an impressive start to the 2020/21 campaign. They are currently placed 5th in the 
Vanarama National League South having won 4 or their first 5 games. In August, 
Meadowbank featured on Sky Sports News, when Dorking Wanderers Co-Director Kris Lea 
was interviewed at the ground about the financial uncertainties faced by non-league teams 
as a result of the absence of fans and consequent loss of matchday income. At the end of 
October, the club received a share of a £10 million emergency support package from the 
National Lottery. The package is designed to help non-league teams continue to play (and 
indeed survive), albeit with the matches being “behind closed doors”. 
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High Street News            Jane Collard 

 
 
It has been a strange few months and I am gradually getting used to walking through Dorking 
High Street and seeing orderly queues outside shops, people walking around wearing face-
coverings, and – in Spring, at least – much less traffic and an altogether quieter atmosphere. 
Of course, as elsewhere in the country, the High Street has suffered – although many of our  
independent shops do seem to have managed and are slowly bouncing back. A number of 
new restaurants have opened (very brave in these times!) although the popular chain Côte 
recently closed its Dorking branch which was situated in a large unit in St Martin’s Walk. It 
remains to be seen who will take over the site. The Starbucks coffee chain eventually moved 
into the shop previously occupied by Edinburgh Woollen Mill, but the threatened takeover 
by a large Wetherspoons pub of several small independent units in St Martin’s Walk has 
thankfully not (yet!) materialised! Dorking market has continued to operate every Friday 
morning throughout the pandemic – with stalls largely restricted to those selling fresh 
produce and plants. Queues are carefully managed and of course are “socially-distanced”. 
In order to encourage use of local shops, Mole Valley District Council has introduced free 
car parking after 3pm on Fridays until the end of January – as well as free weekend parking 
in December. 
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

And finally.... 
 
Thank you, Tradcoe...... 
 
Tradcoe, based in Guildford, is a small firm formed almost 20 years ago offering a range of 
printing and copy services. For at least 13 years now, Tradcoe have printed ”The Dorkinian” 
and have provided us with an excellent service at very reasonable rates. The personal touch 
is much appreciated. Colin Coe is a hands-on Director/Co-owner and his help in getting the 
Newsletter printed and distributed is invaluable. Any problem or query over formatting, fonts 
or appearance is readily resolved - and he then personally delivers the finished product, all 
boxed up, to (in recent times) David Mountain. Tradcoe have continued to operate during 
these diffcult times and have been flexible in meeting our requirements. The Committee is 
extremely grateful to Colin and his team. Thank you! 
 
 

 
---------------------------------------------------- 
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