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EDITORIAL. 

Like the " Chairman's remarks," an editorial is a somewhat 
indeterminate thing, a mere preliminary to more important and 
interesting matters. As such, its chief merit is brevity; and, indeed, 
most of the important events of this school year have received fitting 
comment elsewhere in this magazine. We should, however, like to 
record with pride that the Headmaster has been awarded the Degree 
of Doctor of Philosophy by London University; friends of the School 
who already know Dr. Jones' services to education in the Dorking 
District will welcome this wider recognition of his work. 

This year has seen the completion of the redecoration of the School, 
and the arrival of a long-awaited radio-gramophone and an impressive 
motor-mower. We have had a record year in the number of State 
Scholarships awarded; we have carried on the usual activities of the 
School; and we feel that no more comment is needed from us in a 
year which has included such momentous national events as a 
new expedition to Mount Everest, a change of government, the death 
of a much-loved and respected King, and the accession of a young 
and energetic Queen. The vitality of our country can still speak for 
itself; we hope that as much may be said for this edition of the 
magazine. 

 
SCHOOL NOTES. 

There are 551 pupils in the School, 298 girls and 253 boys. About 
eighty boys and girls will leave this term and over a hundred will 
enter next September, making a probable total of 570. 

Miss Goodall will leave at the end of the term as she is to be 
married. We thank Miss Goodall for what she has done for the 
School and we wish her every happiness. 

Mlle. Nougaret will also leave on completion of a year as Assistante. It 
has been a pleasure to have Mademoiselle with us and we hope she 
has enjoyed her stay. 

Mr. T. B. Hetherington, B.A.(Hons.)(Durham), will join the English Staff 
next term and Mlle. Nougaret will be succeeded by Mlle. Cecile 
Mouillard who comes from Montbeliard and the University of 
Besancon. 

 
Prefects and Sub-Prefects this year have been: 

Prefects: D. Harding (Head Boy), E. A. Allsopp, J. Bettesworth, A. E. Fox, P. T. 
Gardner, R. D. Guthrie (Deputy Head Boy), T. 0. Walker, 
Margaret Walters (Head Girl), Pamela Grainger, 
Elizabeth Leeming, Diana Levete, Hazel Matthews (Deputy Head Girl), Janet 

Mountain, Joan Richardson, Gillian Spurgeon, Ann Summersby, Kathleen 
Waddington. 
Sub-Prefects: J. A. Beadle, F. V. M. Bevan, A. J. Gould, M. J. Holland, S. W. 
Hughes, P. C. Mills, Anne Bradshaw, Margaret Brown, Sheila Compton, Valerie 

Heath, Dorothy Latham, Jean Lucas, Marjorie Pratt, Jean Ross, Hilary Saines, 
Pamela Stephens, Florence Wilkinson. 
 
A party of Sixth Formers in charge of Miss Barter visited Stratford-on-Avon, 
on July 23rd, to see "As You Like It," at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre. 

The Chairman of the Parents' Association this year is Mr. D. E. Guthrie, of 
Leatherhead; the President of the Old Dorkinian Association is Miss Joan 
Dickerson, B.A. 
 
The following members of the Sixth Form will leave this term to enter 

Universities or Training Colleges. 
 
 

Valmai Daily -. Bognor Training College for Teachers 

Elizabeth Leeming -  Bishop Otter Training College for Teachers. 

Hazel Matthews Queen Mary College, University of London 



(French). 

Jean Ross University College, London (History). 

Margaret Walters National College of Domestic Subjects 

J. A. Beadle Queen Mary College, University of London 

(General Degree). 

J. Bettesworth University College, London (Mathematics). 

F. V. M. Bevan King's College, University of London 
(Chemistry). 

A. E. Fox King's College, University of London 

(General Degree). 

P. T. Gardner University of Bristol (Medicine). 

R. D. Guthrie King's College, University of London 
(Chemistry). 

D. Harding Corpus Christi College, Cambridge 

(Mathematics). 

Dorothy Latham Maria Grey Training College for Teachers 

Florence Wilkinson Saffron Walden Training College for 
Teachers. 

.  
25 candidates were entered this year for the Advanced and Scholarship 
levels of the General Certificate of Education and 112 for the Ordinary level. 
Results are expected on 9th August, and all candidates will be notified 

immediately by post. 
The School was given a half holiday this term to celebrate the winning by D. 
Harding of an Open Award, at Cambridge. 
Two cups were awarded this year for the first time. One was presented by Mr. 
and Mrs. A. S. Everett for the House Plays Competition, and the other, 

presented by Norma Youdale, was awarded for the best performance by a girl 
under 16 years of age at the Athletic Sports. 
School contributions to various charities during the year amounted to £60. 
Trophies at the Annual Athletic Sports were presented by Mr. C. S. Hurst, 
a School Governor. In his younger days Mr. Hurst was an Oxford Cricket Blue 

and captained the University against Cambridge, in 1912. He also played 
County Cricket for Kent. 
We have had visitors this year from many parts of the world including 
Malaya, Turkey, the Gold Coast, Rhodesia, Australia, Nigeria, India, Germany, 
France, California. 

The Scout Camp this year will be held at Talsarnau, a village on the 
Cambrian Coast, in North Wales. 
The " Bonner " Fielding Cup has been won this year by A. E. Fox. 
Dates for the year 1952/53 are as follows (dates being inclusive):. Autumn Term: 
- 10th September, 1952, to 19th December, 1952. Spring Term: - 7th 
January, 1953, to 2nd April, 1953. 
Summer Term: - 27th April, 1953, to 24th July, 1953. 

Autumn Term: - 9th September, 1953, to 22nd December, 1953. 
We wish all boys and girls who are leaving this term every happiness and 

success. We shall always be pleased to see them and to hear from them. 
SPEECH DAY. 

Speech Day was this year held on May 16th, in a crowded school hall, having 

been twice postponed, because of the General Election and the sudden death of 
the King. The guest speaker was Mr. J. F. Wolfenden, Vice -Chancellor of 
Reading University, and the function was presided over by Mrs. P. D. Sykes, 
Chairman of the Governors. 
Early on in his report the Headmaster said that academically the school 

had again had a very good year, the total number of awards gained 
comparing very favourably with the average for Surrey schools. The 
Headmaster remarked, however, that with the coming into operation of the 
new examination system distinctions were not recorded; indeed, the view 



seemed to be that excellence is a quality to be concealed. In referring to the 
examinations at the ordinary level Dr. Jones said that in order to test the 
standard, candidates had been entered for the full range of subjects and 
that with the operation of the age limit and the higher pass mark, the 
number of passes fell. He welcomed the partial lifting of the age limit, but 
remarked that there was a trend towards over-specialization which seemed 
to be encouraged by parents, but which was not favoured by the staff. He 
explained that the system provided in effect a national qualifying examination 
for the universities and professions, and provided an easily understood, but 
reliable, guide for the employer, but that it meant a curtailment of the more 
general education. 
Turning to School affairs, Dr. Jones said that out-of-school activities were 

many and various, for some group or society met after school every day. He 
concluded his report by thanking all those who served the School and helped 
to make it a community where opportunity existed for all. 
Mr. Wolfenden, who combined both wit and wisdom in his talk, began by being, 
as he remarked, " old fashioned, Victorian, reactionary and retrograde " iii 

congratulating the prize-winners, and went on to emphasize the point that 
the most important thing in life is the quality of oneself and one's actions, 
and that in achieving this quality, high standards and the moral courage to 
live up to them are necessary. 
During the evening the Madrigal Society, conducted by Dr. Moore-Morgan, sang 

two items, and the vote of thanks to Mr. Wolfenden, which was moved by 
Reverend Granville Earl and seconded by Mr. Atlee, brought the proceedings 
to a close. 

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 
    

The following prizes and awards were gained during the year : 
OPEN UNIVERSITY AWARD.. 

Open Exhibition in Mathematics tenable at Corpus Christi College, Cambridge 
D. Harding 

.STATE SCHOLARSHIPS. 

(Awarded by the Ministry of Education) 
P. Ballinger (University College, London); R. P. Buckley (King's 

College, London); D. Harding, D. A. Saunders (King's College, 
London); Shirley Webb, Norma Youdale (King's College, London). 

COUNTY MAJOR SCHOLARSHIPS. 
Audrey Lawson (Guildhall School of Music), Hazel Matthews, Pauline 

Owen (University College, London), Margaret Small (Queen Mary 
College, London); Norma Youdale (Honorary), P. Ballinger 
(Honorary), A. D. Everett (Royal Dental Hospital, London), R. D. 
Guthrie, D. Harding (Honorary), M. Pearson (University College, 
London), P. A. Rogers (University College, London), D. A. 
Saunders (Honorary), T. 0. Walker, 

AGRICULTURAL SCHOLARSHIP 
.D. H. Smith (Wye College, University of London). 

SENIOR EXAMINATIONS.- 
Yvonne Bishop, D. W. H. Knott (College of Estate Management, 

University 
of London), Shirley Webb (National Training College of Demestic 
Subjects). 
 

ART AWARD. 

Gaynor Chapman (Epsom School of Art). 
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON EXAMINATIONS. 

General Certificate of Education, Advanced Level. 
P. Ballinger (Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, 

Physics, Chemistry); R. P. Buckley (Pure Mathematics, 
Physics, Chemistry); Yvonne Bishop (Physics, Chemistry, 
Biology); A. D. Everett (Physics, Chemistry, Biology); R. D. 
Guthrie (Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry); D. Harding (Pure Mathematics, Applied 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry); D. W. H. Knott 
(English, History, Art); Audrey Lawson (English, French, 
Art, Music); Hazel Matthews (English, Latin, French); Pauline 
Owen (History, Latin, French); M. Pearson (Geography, 



Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Physics); Mary 
Redwood (English, French); P. A. Rogers (Pure Mathematics, 
Applied Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry); D. A. Saunders 
(Pure Mathematics, Applied Mathematics, Physics, 
Chemistry); Margaret Small (Pure Mathematics, Applied 
Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry); D. H. Smith (Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology); Eileen Tidy (Latin, French); T. 0. 
Walker (English, French, Music); Margaret Walters (English, 
Geography, Domestic Subjects); Shirley Webb (English, 
Geography, Domestic Subjects); Norma Youdale (English, 
Latin, French). 

 
General Certificate of Education, Ordinary Level. 

R. Alexander (4); Patricia Austin (4); Anne Baker (2); 
Stella Bennett (8): Joan Berwick (5); Shirley Bickmore (4); 
J. M. Bone (5); Mary Bowring (5); Anne Bradshaw (5); 
Margaret Brown (6); Judith Browning (4); J. E 
Chacksfield (7); Gaynor Chapman (7); June Cocker (2); 
Ann Colegate (4); P. R. Coles (3); Sheila Compton (3); J. R. 
Crookall (8); R. Edwards (6); Pamela Elliott (4); Isabel 
Etherington (5); B. G. Farmer (7); I. M. Fraser (8); Jennifer 
Gadd (2); S. W. Gill (5); B. A. Hall (8); M. J. Hampshire 
(5);W. Harrison (1); Valerie Heath (6); Benita Hipkins (2); 
Rita James (5); Elizabeth Jewell (7); D. W. Jones (5); Sheila 
Kempsell (3); Dorothy Latham (8); Rosemary Long (1); Jill 
Malein (5); Patricia Mansfield (6); Janet Mountain (7); 
Pauline Munday (4); Eileen Offer (3); H. W. G. Osborne (8); 
Ann Pearce (3); N. N. Perry (6); Mary Philpott (7); 
Jennifer Piery (3); Kirsty Pirie (8); H. F. Poulton (7); 
Marjorie Pratt (4); Margaret Rees (5); M. R. Rowland (3); R. 
C. Sansom (6); Madeline Sharpe (6); S. E. F. Sheppard (7); 
D. Smith (3); W. G. Stratton (7); B. R. Strudwick (5); Ann 
SummerThy (7); Shirley Symes (3); M. J. S. Taylor (5); P. 
Taylor (3); Shirley Terry (4); Pearl Thomas (2); A. M. 
Thompson (5); D. L. Trussler (3); 1. E. Weale (1); Anne Wells 
(2); D. J. Whaley (3); J. R. Whitaker (6); Florence Wilkinson 
(6); J. D. Winteridge (4); Doris Winterson (4); Jean 
Wright (4); I. Lynch (6). 

(Figures in brackets denote number of subjects in which pupils passed.) 
 
Additional Subjects at Ordinary Level,- General Certificate of 

Education. 
R. Allsopp (English, French); J. A. Beadle (English, 

French); Rosemary Blake (Greek); A. E. Fox (English, 
French); Pamela Grainger (English, German, Pure 
Mathematics); M. J. Holland (English, French); Elizabeth 
Leeming (Art); Diana Levete (English, German, Pure 
Mathematics); T. C. Mangold (German); P. C. Mills (English, 
French); Joan Richardson ',German, Pure Mathematics); M. 
J. Spratley (English); Gillian Spurgeon (English, Biology); 
Pamela Stephens (English, German, Pure Mathematics); L. L. 
Stiles (French). 

. SUBJECT PRIZES. 



Jean Ross, Jean Dyrsdale and R. E. Goiter (Religious Knowledge); Norma 
Youdale, Wendy Chalcraft and A. M. Murray (English); Pauline Owen, 
Wendy Chalcraft and Joyce Batts (History); Shirley Webb, R. Alexander 

and R. E. Goller (Geography); Rosemary Blake, Wendy Chalcraft and Valerie 
Pitts (Latin); Rosemary Blake, Wendy Chalcraft and R. Cullis (French); 
Pamela Stephens (German); D. H. Mountain, J. B. Woodman and G. P. Moss 
(Mathematics); D. Harding and J. D. Finn (Physics); P. Ballinger and 
J. D. Finn (Chemistry); A. J. Gould and Diana Seward (Biology); P. G. de 

Bourcier (General Science); D. W. H. Knott, R. W. Mawson and Erica Small 

(Art); T. 0. Walker, Gillian Barber and P. C. Stimpson (Music); Valerie 
Heath, Gillian Hayter and Verna Boag (Cookery); Valerie Heath, Sheila 
Betteridge and Rosemary Veillard (Needlework); Norma Youdale, Sheila 
Betteridge and Shirley Tunstill (Physical Training (Girls)); P. J. Wright, R. 

Foreman and D. J. Nunn (Physical Training (Bays)); R. F. Mills, P. G. Hope 
and R. E. Goller (Woodwork); P. Ballinger, G. H. Goldsmith and A. M. 
Murray (General Knowledge). 

FORM PRIZES. 

J. V. Wright (la); Hazel Smith (lb); Marion Warmington (lc); R. Cullis (2); 
Mary Cooper (2a); A. S. Haunton (2(1)); R. Alexander (3); R. J. Boxall (3a); 
Jacqueline Wild (3(1)); J. D. Finn (4); Elaine Holder (4a); A. A. Harris (4(1)); 
Patricia Waddington (5); Vivian Palmer (5a); Dorothy Latham (5(1)); R. 
F. Mills (Lower 6 General); Jean Ross (Lower 6 Arts); J. Bettesworth (Lower 

6 Science); Pauline Owen (Upper 6 Arts); D. Harding (Upper 6 Science). 
PREFECTS' PRIZES. 

Norma Youdale (Head Girl), D. H. Smith (Head Boy), Rosemary Blake, R. 
P. Buckley, Valmai Daily, A. D. Everett, D. W. H. Knott, Audrey Lawson, 
Diana Levete, Hazel Matthews, D. H. Mountain, Pauline Owen, M. Pearson, 

Mary Redwood, P. A. Rogers, Eileen Tidy, Margaret Walters, Shirley Webb. 
MISCELLANEOUS PRIZES. 

D. A. Saunders (Governors' Prize), R. P. Buckley (Head Master's Prize), 
Kirsty Pine (Deputy Head's Prize), Shirley Webb and P. A. Rogers (Parents' 

Association Prizes), Norma Youdale and M. Pearson (Parents' Association 
Senior Athletics Prizes), Jane Goldsmith and D. A. Dobson (Parents' 
Association Junior Athletics Prizes), Margaret Walters (Old Dorkinian 
Association Prizes), D. A.. Saunders ("Roberts" Memorial Prize), Norma 
Youdale (" Jean Whiting " Prize), Sheila Betteridge (" Bray " Cup (for 

Physical Training)), A. D. Everett (" Cornish Cup (for Sportsmanship)).  
 

FOOTBALL. 
Captain: Fox. Vice-Captain: Allsopp. 
Committee: Mr. Goffin, Durban, Guthrie, Osborne. 

The results of the 1951-1952 season, especially those of the School First XI,., 
were much better than we had expected at the beginning of the season. When 
we took stock in September last, we found that seven of the previous season's 
1st XI and eight of the 2nd XI had left at the end of the summer term. 

Consequently some boys, who had not even the experience of playing in the 
second team during the previous season, were needed to complete the 
School XI. Fortunately we still had players of experience and good ability in 
Fox, Allsopp, Durban and Osborne, to set a good standard and inspire the less 
experienced newcomers. 

The School XI was defeated in • three matches, twice by the strong Sutton 
(over 600 boys) team, and once by Epsom. On the latter occasion injuries 
made it necessary in include three reserve players. Six matches were won and 
four drawn. The second team won five and lost four matches. Both teams had 
four matches cancelled owing to bad weather or ground conditions. 

The House competitions aroused the usual interest and enthusiasm, and the 
House matches are especially good in that they provide competitive football for 



a very much larger number of boys than do the School matches. Ashcombe 

repeated their double triumph of the previous season, and their Juniors scored 
more goals than the aggregate of the other three Houses. The Craven Seniors 
were unlucky in the matter of injuries, and this prevented them from making a 
stronger challenge to Ashcombe. 

The School XI was Nunn, Mills, P. C., and Jenner, Kelsey, Fox and Guthrie, 
Lloyd, Osborne, Allsopp and Thompson. 
Results are given below: — 

School 1st XI. 
v. The John Ruskin Grammar School Home 3-2 

v. Guildford Junior Technical School Home 2-0 

Away 2-2 
v. Epsom County Grammar School Home 1-4 

v. Wimbledon Junior Technical School Home 3-3 

Away 3-0 
v.. Sutton County Grammar School - Home 1–7 

Away 1-10 
v. Godalming County Grammar School Home 9-1 

v. An Old Dorkinian XI Home 6-5 
v. Oxted County Grammar School - Home 1–1 

Away 4-2 
v. Guildford Royal Grammar School - Home 3-3 

 
School 2nd XI. 

v. The John Ruskin Grammar School - Away 4-1 

v. Guildford Junior Technical School Home 4-2 

v. Epsom County Grammar School - Away 0-7- 

v. Sutton County Grammar School 
Home 0-5 

Away 0-4 
v. Godalming County Grammar School Away 1-0 

v. Oxted County Grammar School  
Home 4-3 

Away 4-2 
v. Guildford Royal Grammar School  Away 3-8 

Under 16 XI. 

v. Spurgeon's Home - Away 12-0 

 
Senior House Matches and Competition: 

Ashcombe  v .Craven- 
Ashcombe v .Rivett- 
Ashcombe v. Roberts- 
Roberts      v  Craven 

Roberts      v  Rivett 
Craven       v  Rivett 

2-2  
3-0  
4-3  
1-0 

2-0 
1-1 

 2-2 
3-1 
3-1 
0-1 

3-2 
1-3 

 

           Goals 

 Won Drawn Lost For     
For               

For   

Agst Points 
Ashcombe - 4 2 0 17 9 10 
Roberts 3' 0 3 10 10 6 
Craven 1' 3 2 7 9 5 
Rivett 1 1,, 4 7 13 3 
 
Junior House Matches and Competition. 



Ashcombe 
Ashcombe 
Ashcombe 
Craven 

Craven 
Rivett 

v 
v. 
v. 
v 

v. 
v. 

Craven 
Rivett 
Roberts 
Rivett 

Roberts 
Roberts 

10-1 
-4-2 
-3-1 
-3-0 

-3-0 
-1-2 

6-5 
5-1 
8-2 
3-0 

4-0  
5-1 

 

       Goals 

 Won Drawn Lost For Agst Points 

Ashcombe  6 0 0 36 12 12 

Craven- 4 0 2 19 16 8 

Rivett- 1 0 5 9 18 2 

Roberts- 1 0 5 6 24 2 

 
 

CRICKET, 1952 
Officers-1st XI: Captain, E. R. Allsopp. 

1st XI: Vice-Captain, A. E. Fox. 
2nd XI: Captain, N. R. Bartlett. 
Committee—R. D. Guthrie,, H. W. G. Osborne, R. D. Durban. 
With only three members of last year's 1st XI and five members of last year's 

2nd XI available, the prospects for the main School Elevens did not seem 
promising, but two useful, enthusiastic and sporting teams have been 
produced and we have had more success than I anticipated. The batting has 
generally been adequate, the fielding as good as the baked School outfield will 
ever allow, but, apart from Durban, the School bowling has lacked pace and 

bite. The value of the under 15 XI team as a nursery for the Senior teams 
has been very apparent. Two of the 1951 team went straight into the 1st XI 
this year and six others into the 2nd XI. 
 
The most exciting 1st XI matches so far have been a loss by one run at 

Guildford, a tie against Henley's C.C. and a ten wicket victory over a South 
Holmwood C.C. XI, including four of their regular 1st XI players. 
The 2nd XI players will probably remember a couple of fighting draws with as 
much satisfaction as anything else. On both occasions the opposition appeared 

to be moving towards an easy win until Bettesworth and Woodman, refusing 

to be either tempted or intimidated, kept their wickets intact. 
The number of hours of fielding practice put in by the 2nd XI must also be a 
record for any school team. 
The under 15 XI has been rather disappointing, several of the stars of last 
year's Junior House Matches failing to show the expected amount of improvement. 

Four members of the team, A. G. Jones, N. J. Jackson, M. Scotcher and A. G. 
Fricker, were chosen to play for the Dorking and District Schools XI and did 
quite well. 
The under 14 group has practised assiduously. In their one interschool fixture 
they lost, but the results of their training are very evident in the high level of 

scoring we have had in the Junior House Matches this year. 
Our thanks are due to Mr. Howard, Mr. Rowlatt and Mr. Larby for each taking 
charge of the training of one eleven, and to all the other members of the staff 
who have given up their Saturdays and evenings to act as umpires, to Chief 
Statistician, T. 0. Walker, and his band of scorers, to Mr. Morris, the 

groundsman, and to Miss Fleck and the girls who have helped with the 
teas. 
The following have played regularly for the 1st XI: E. R. Allsopp*, A. E. Fox*, H. 
W. G. Osborne*, R. D. Durban*, R. D. Guthrie, M. J. S. Taylor, R. C. 



Sansom, C. C. Jenner*, L. G. Rose,B. J. Hayes, P. R. Thomas 

* School Colours. 
 

Results- 
1st Xl—to date. 

 

Mr. Hayter's X1  53 School 91 for  4 dec. Allsopp 43 ret.- (Won) 

Guildford J.T.S. - 81 School 82 for 4.       Sansom  23  Taylor 20 (Won) 

Guildford  R.G.S.- 54 for 9 School 53 - - - (Lost) 

Sutton C.G.S. 112 School 22 for 6 -  (Drawn) 

S. Holmwood 70 for 2 - School 68  for  7  dec. Durban 5 for 22 (Lost) 

Epsom C.G.S. 78- School 52. Durban 5 for 25 (Lost) 

Surbiton C.G.S. 57 School 76. Rose 25, Durban 5 for 22-- (Won) 

Henley's C.C. 
92- 

School 92 for 6 dec. Jenner 4 for 8,  
Fox 3 for 6- 

(Tied) 

Godalming C.G.S 36 for 7 School 35 (Lost) 

S. Holmwood 87- School 88 for 0. Osborn 67 n.o. (Won) 

Mitcham C.G.S. 52 for 6 School 51 (Lost) 

 

 
Purley C.G.S.  51 for 9 School 50. Allsopp  6 for 27 (Lost) 
Henley's C.C.  77 School 106 for 2 dec. Allsopp 40 n.o. (Won) 

 Osborne 35 n.o., Jenner 8 for 35  

Parents' XI  - 73 for 5 School 70, Allsopp 21. (Lost) 
 
 

 
 
 

Averages— 
 Batting In H.S. Runs N.O. Av 

E. R. Allsopp 12 43 n.o. 163 5 23.3 

H. W. G. Osborne 12 67 n.o. 136 3 15.1 

L. G. Rose 9. 25 71 1 8.9 

R. D. Durban 9 22 n.o. 56 1 7.0 
 

Bowling. .0v M. Runs W. Av. 
C. C. Jenner 57'2 11 166 25 6.64 

E. R. Allsopp 116 30 267 37 7.21 

R. D. Durban 891 25 175 22 7.95 

P. R. Thomas 38'2 15 80 9 8.89 

Also bowled:— R. C. Sonson 6 for 82, A. E. Fox 3 for 15, 
R. D. Guttrie 1 for 39. 
 
2nd Xl- 

Guildford J.T.S. - 52 School 54 for 2 (Won) 

Guildford R.G.S. - 101 School 51 for 7 (Drawn) 

Sutton C.G.S. - 29  School 55 - (Won) 
Epsom C.G.S. - 44 for 3 School 43- (Lost) 

Surbiton C.G.S. - 86 for 8 dec.  School 48 for 9 (Drawn 

Godalming C.G.S. 86 for 4 School 80 for 8 dec. (Lost) 

Mitcham C.G.S. 42 School 44 for 0 (Won) 

Purley C.G.S.  104 School 69 for 9  (Drawn) 
 

Played Won Lost Drawn 
8 3 2 3 

Under 15 XI—to date. 
Spurgeon's -77 School 40 (Lost) 

Played Won Lost Draw Tied 

  1 4 5 7 1 1 



Sutton C.G.S. 48 School 24 (Lost) 

Surbiton C.G.S.  68 for 6 -. School 67 for 7 dec (Lost) 
Purley C.G.S.  185 School 40 (Lost) 
Spurgeon's  60 School 19 (Lost) 

 
Under 14 XI- 

Surbiton C.G.S. -100 for 2 
dec.  

School 43 - (Lost) 

 
 

NETBALL, 1951-52. 
The netball teams had a depressing season, mainly due to the 

weakness in shooting. If this can be overcome, we can hope for 
more favourable results next year. 

 
1st VII: P. Grainger* (V. Capt.), M. Brown!, J. Richardson!, M. 
Pratt*, Capt., K. Waddington!, F. Wilkinson, S. Sharpe!. 

 * Old Colours. !New Colours. 
 

Reigate C.G.S. - Won 18-14 

Rosebery, C.S. - Lost  9-13 

St. Philomena's School- Won 9-8 

Surrey Schools' Tournament 3rd in section  

Horsham H.S. - Lost 11-18 

 
2nd VII: 

Reigate C.G.S.  Lost 7-29 

Rosebery C.S. Lost 13-31 

St. Philomena's School Lost 9-23 
Horsham H.S. Lost 5-15 

 

3rd VII: 

St. Philomena's School Lost 11-16 

 
Under 15 VII: 

Reigate C.G.S.  Lost 7 7-29 

Rosebery C.S. Lost 11-22 

Horsham H.S.- Lost 11-12 

 
Under 14 VII: 

Reigate C.G.S Lost 7-13 

Rosebery C.S. Lost 6-18 

Philomena's School Won 9-8 

Horsham H.S.- Lost 3-17 

 

HOCKEY, 1951-52. 
The School teams had a good season and played a record number of matches. 

There is still room for a lot of 'improvement in stickwork. Players must 
realise the importance of practice in hitting, stopping, passing and dribbling the 
ball. 
Kathleen Waddington has now left the 1st Eleven after playing in it for four 
years. A strong player will be needed to fill her position adequately. 

 
1st XI: S. Compton!, P. Waddington, C. Booty, E. Leeming!, P. Grainger*, J. 
Mountain, S. Betteridge!, K. Waddington*, Capt., J. Goldsmith, M. Pratt! 
(V. Capt.), P. Griswood. 
* Old Colours.         ! New Colours. 



 

Old Dorkinians- Won 9-3 

Reigate C.G.S. Won 4-2 

Surrey Schools' Tournament 1st in Section  

Reigate C.G.S.- Drew 2-2 

Old Dorkinians- Drew 5-5 

St. Andrew's Convent  Won 6-3 

Horsham H.S. – Drew 2-2 

Nonsuch C.S. - Lost 2-3 

Purley C.S.- Lost 1-5 

 
2nd XI. 

Reigate C.G.S.  Won 3-2 

St. Andrew's Convent (1st XI)  Lost 2-7 

Reigate C.G.S Won 4-2 

Horsham H.S.  Drew 3-3 

Nonsuch C.S.  Won 5-3 

 
 

3rd XI. 

Reigate C.G.S. 
Won 3-2 

Reigate - Won 3-1 

Purley C.S. Lost 1-2 

Under 15 XI. 

Reigate C.G.S. - Lost 0-11 

Reigate C.G.S. - Lost 0-7 

Horsham H.S. - Lost 0-3 

Under 14 XI. 

Reigate C.G.S. Lost 0-1 

Reigate C.G.S. - Lost 1-5 

Horsham H.S. - Lost 0 --4 

Nonsuch C.S. - Won 3-1 

 House Hockey Cup RIVETT. 

 

TENNIS, 1952. 

Although they won the 1st round of the Aberdare Cup this year, the 1st six 

have succeeded in winning only one other match We are still handicapped by 
the shortage of courts for practice. The 2nd six showed distinct promise as did 
the 3rd team, which consisted of third and fourth formers. 

The . Singles Cup was won in 1951 for the second consecutive year by Mary 
Philpott. 

1st VI:  K. Waddington -1- (Capt.) and P. Waddington (V. Capt.), J. 

Goldsmith * and V. Boag *, M. Pratt and E. Leeming. 

! Old Colours.  * New Colours 

 
Godalming C.S.- Lost 1-8 

Rosebery C.S.- Lost 1-8 

Parsons Mead School  Lost 4-5 

St. Philomena's School  Lost 38-43 (games) 

Reigate C.G.S. Lost 2-7 

O. D. A.- Lost 1-8 

Horsham H.S. Won  42-39 (games) 



Rosebery C.S. Lost 26-37 (games)  

 
2nd VI: 
Godalming C S. - -  - Won 6-3 

Reigate C.G.S. Lost 2-7 

Horsham H.S. Drew  36-36 (games) 

St. Philomena's School - Won 56-43 (games) 

        3rd VI: 
Godalming C.S. Won 6-3 

Reigate C.G.S. Lost 2-7 

 
House Tennis Tournament,    1951 - CRAVEN.  
House Tennis Tournament,    1952 - 

 

ATHLETICS. 
DORKING AND DISTRICT SCHOOLS' SPORTS. 

The Dorking Schools' Cup, which the School under 15 teams had won two 
years in succession, was this year carried away by Sondes Place County 
Secondary School. The School teams were runners-up. 

Despite their failure to win the Cup for the third year, the School 
teams gave a good account of themselves and the School will be well 
represented in the District team to compete in the County Sports. Jackson, 
Cullis, Scotcher, Dittert and Patten gained first places in their respective 
events and the latter delighted the spectators with his excellent hurdling style. 

For the girls, Brenda Shepherd and Carole Travers gained first places and 
the senior relay team won their race. 

Sondes Place School won the Girls' Challenge Shield this year. The 
School was second, with Beare Green and St. Joseph's Priory taking third 
and fourth places. 

SURREY GRAMMAR SCHOOLS' ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
This meeting at Imber Court was marred by heavy downfalls of rain which 

made it impossible to complete the programme. 
Eighteen schools competed and as usual the standard of performance was 

high in spite of the water-logged track. Dittert won the 220 yards (under 14) in 
26.5 seconds and Fox, who failed to produce his best form, gained a place 
in the long jump, with a jump of 18 ft. 42 ins. 

The outstanding performance of the meeting was the running of the mile 
by a Wallington boy who covered the distance in 4 mins. 21.6 secs. 

ST. PAUL'S ATHLETIC CLUB CHALLENGE SHIELD. 
The School under 15 relay team, Manning, Dittert, Goller and Scotcher, 

ran in this popular competition, for which eight schools entered. The School 
team gained second place in their heat and so qualified for the finals 
which they won in 1 min. 22.6 secs., thus breaking the record (1 min. 
24.2 secs.) set up by Reigate Grammar in 1950. 
The final result was 1st School, 2nd Reigate Grammar, 3rd Redhill Junior 
Tech., 4th Hinchley Wood County Sec. This is the third time and the 
second year in succession that the School team has won this competition.  

SURREY COUNTY SPORTS. 

ON June 28th. Dorking and District were represented by a large team from the 

School, at the 23rd Annual Surrey County Sports Festival, at Motspur Park, 
Sydney Wooderson presented the trophies and took the salute at the march past. 

The girls' team gained a second, three third and two fourth places. 
The boys gained a third and a fourth. Kathleen Lee, of Beare Green 
School, was first in the Junior High Jump. These results show a 
marked improvement on Dorking's performance in previous years. 

CROSS COUNTRY RACES, 1952. 
These races were run off, over the usual Bradley Farm courses, during the 

afternoon of Tuesday, 1st April. The weather immediately preceding these events 
had the effect of making the paths slippery and the plough land heavy, and 
consequently the times returned were well outside the records. 
Senior event. This race produced a fine finish between Stiles (Craven) 

and Bone (Rivett), the former winning by three yards. Alexander (Rivett) was 
a good third, and was followed closely by Payne (Roberts). Thomas (Roberts) 
was fifth, and Finn (Ashcombe) sixth. The result of the team race was closest 
on record. Roberts (Payne 4th, Thomas 5th and Munn 8th) won with a score 



of 17. Craven (Stiles 1st, Lobb 7th and Jeater 10th) and Rivett (Bone 2nd, 
Alexander 3rd and Durban 13th) tied for second place with scores of 18. The 
points scored were as follows: Roberts, 8 team points; Rivett, 3 team and 5 
individual points; Craven, 3 team and 4 individual points. 
Junior event. Dittert (Roberts) finished strongly and won in good style. 

Seymour and Coles of Craven were second and third. Mackay (Ashcombe) was 
fourth, Cullis (Rivett) fifth, and Pelling (Craven) sixth. Craven (Seymour 2nd, 
Coles 3rd, Pelling 6th) won the team race easily. Ashcombe (Mackay 4th, 
Browne, C. E., 7th, and Skilton 8th) was second, and Rivett (Cullis 5th, 
Scaife 9th, and Stenner 11th) third. House points were scored as follows: 
Craven, 6 team and 5 individual points; Ashcombe, 3 team points; Rivett, 1 
team point; and Roberts, 4 individual points. The aggregates of House points 
were: Craven, 9 team and 9 individual points; Roberts, 8 team and 4 
individual points; Rivett, 4 team and 5 individual points; Ashcombe, 3 team 
points. 
More than one hundred boys competed in the two  events. 

ATHLETIC SPORTS, 1952 
The nineteenth Annual Athletic Sports were held on the School ground on 
Wednesday, 16th July, in 'fine weather. There was a good attendance of 
Governors and parents who saw some excellent performances. 

Trophies were presented by Mr. C. S. Hunt, a School Governor, who in his 
young days captained the Oxford University Cricket XI and played County 
cricket for Kent. 

GIRLS' EVENTS. 
The Atalanta Senior Championship Cup was won for the second time by 
Margaret Brown (Ri) with 11 points. The runners-up were Shirley Sharp (Ri), 
10 points, and Pat Waddington (Ri), 9 points. 
A new cup has been presented to the School by Norma Youdale. It is to be 
awarded to the girl to gain the most points in under 16 events. This year 

Elaine Holder (R) and Jane Russell (A) tied for, first place and will share the 
cup. 
Carole Travers (Ri) won the Junior Championship, gaining a first or second 
place in five of the events for which she entered. Brenda Shepherd (Ri) ran with 
excellent style to win the 100 yards and 150 yards, thus gaining second place 

in the Junior Championship. 
It is interesting to note that four out of six records broken this year were in 
under 13 events. 

BOYS' EVENTS. 
Some keen racing was seen during the afternoon, but it was left to the 
middle and lower School to set up new records. The only new record in the 
Open Events was made by Lobb (C), who won the 880 yards race very 

narrowly from Gardner (Ri) in 2 mins. 9.4 secs. 
Kelsey (A) jumped 5 ft. 1 in. in the High Jump, under 16, to take the record 

over 5 ft., while Crane (R) equalled the record for the 100 yards in this same 
age group. 
J. Dittert (R) proved that he has much promise as an all-round athlete by 
winning seven events of the full athletics programme. Two of his best 
performances were in the under 14 events, viz., the 220 yards in 27.1 secs. 

and the Long Jump, 16 ft. 2 in., both School records. 
The Craven Seniors won the 440 yards Relay in 48.9 secs. In the junior 
event the Roberts team returned a time of 55.6 secs., which was 1.4 secs. 
inside the old record. 
The trophies were won as follows:  

" The Old Boys' Senior Championship Cup—A. E. Fox (C);  
" The Roy Davey " Junior Championship Cup—J. Dittert (R); 
 " The Under 16 " Cup—J. D.Finn (A);  
" The McComas " Relay Cup Craven;  
" The De Courcy " Cup (Craven) S. E. Lobb;  

" The Fisher " Cup for Hurdles and High Jump—A. E. Fox (C); 
 " The Senior Cross Country " Cup— L. L. Stiles (C);  



" The Junior Cross Country " Cup—J. Dittert (R). 
RESULTS. GIRLS' EVENTS. 
Ashcombe (A), Craven (C), Rivett (Ri), Roberts (R). 
 

OPEN EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst S. Betteridge (C); 2nd M. Brown (Ri); 3rd S. Sharp (Ri). Time : 

12.0 secs. 
220 yards.—lst S. Sharp (Ri); 2nd S. Betteridge (C); 3rd M. Pratt (Ri). Time : 
29.4 secs. 
High Jump.—lst M. Brown (Ri); 2nd P. Waddington (Ri); 3rd S. Sharp (Ri). 

Height : 4 ft. 5¼ in. 

Long Jump.—lst S. Sharp (Ri); 2nd P. Waddington (Ri); 3rd M. Brown and M. 
Pratt (Ri). Distance : 16 ft. 2½ in. 

80 yards Hurdles.—lst M. Brown (Ri); 2nd P. Waddington (Ri); 3rd A. Scragg 
(R). Time : 12.2 secs. (record). 
Throwing the Javeline.—lst S. Tunstill (Ri); 2nd J. Goldsmith (C); 3rd. B. 

Hill (A). Distance : 74 ft. 10¼ in. 
UNDER 16 EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst J. Fussell (A); 2nd F. Miller (R); 3rd E. Holder (R). Time: 
12.5 secs. 

220 yards.—lst E. Holder (R); -2nd J. Russell (A); 3rd S. Venn (Ri). Time : 31.2 
secs. 
High Jump.—lst J. Goldsmith (C); 2nd W. Chalcraft (C); 3rd M. Gronow (Ri). 

Height : 4 ft. 1 in. 
Long Jump.—lst J. Young (Ri); 2nd E. Holder (R); 3rd V. Witts (C). 
Distance : 14 ft. 2¼ in. 
80 yards Hurdles.—lst J. Young (Ri); 2nd J. Russell (A); 3rd E. Holder (R). 

Time : 14 secs. 
UNDER 15 EVENTS. 

100 yards.—lst B. Shepherd (Ri); 2nd C. Travers (Ri); 3rd M. Prosser (A). 
Time : 12.8 secs. 

150 yards.—lst B. Shepherd (Ri); 2nd C: Travers (Ri); 3rd J. Rogers (R). 
Time : Not recorded. 
High Jump.—lst S. Stephens (A); 2nd M. King (C); 3rd J. Perrott (A). 

Height : 4 ft. 1½ in. 
Long Jump.—lst C. Travers (Ri); 2nd B. Shepherd (Ri); 3rd C. Towner (R). 
Distance : 15 ft. 9¼ in. 
70 yards Hurdles.—lst M. Robinson (Ri); 2nd C. Travers (Ri); 3rd. M. Prosser 

(A). Time : 11.4 secs. 

Throwing the Rounders Ball.—lst P. Brooker (A); 2nd C. Travers (Ri) 3rd B. 
Hunt (C). Distance : 57 yds. 1 ft. 

UNDER 14 EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst J. Dixon (Ri); 2nd B. Othen (R); 3rd M. King (C). Time : 13.0 
secs. (record). 
150 yards.-1st B. Othen (R); 2nd J. Dixon (Ri); 3rd M. King (C). Time : 20.6 

secs. 
70 yards Hurdles.—lst M. King (C); 2nd J. Dixon (Ri); 3rd B. Kay (A). Time : 
12.0 secs. 

UNDER 13 EVENTS. 

100 yards (12½-13).—lst D. Trayler (C); 2nd C. Attwater (A); 3rd K. Cockett (A). 
Time : 13.4 secs. (record).  
100 yards (Under 12½).—lst J. Moore (C); 2nd K. Maule (A); 3rd P. Bond (Ri). 

Time : 13.0 secs. (record). 
150 yards.—lst J. Moore (C); 2nd D. Trayler (C); 3rd P. Bond (Ri). Time : 21.0 
secs. 
High Jump.—lst C. Wilson (Ri); 2nd V. Waldron (Ri); 3rd J. Moore (C). 

Height : 4 ft. '1½ in. 
Long Jump.---lst D. Trayler, (C); 2nd J. Moore (C); 3rd P. Bond (Ri). 



Distance : 14 ft. 2 in. (record). 

Throwing the Rounders Ball.—lst J. Astridge (Ri); 2nd S. McInnes (Ri); 
3rd K. Cockett (A). Distance : 46 yds. 2 ft. 91/

2 in. (record). 
70 yards Hurdles.—lst J. Moore (C); 2nd K. Maule (A); 3rd J. 
Richardson(Ri). Time : 13.2 secs. 
HOUSE RELAYS. 
House Senior Relay.—lst Rivett; 2nd Roberts; 3rd Craven. Time : 55 secs. 
House Junior Relay.—lst Rivett; 2nd Ashcombe; 3rd Craven. Time : 57.6 secs. 

House Relay (Under 13).—lst Craven; 2nd Ashcombe; 3rd Rivett. Time :64.2 
secs. 

WINNERS OF GIRLS' TROPHIES. 
"The Atalanta" Senior Championship Bowl.—M. Brown (Ri). 

The "Under 16 " Championship Cup.—E. Holder (R) and J. Russell (A).  
"The Mercury" Junior Championship Bowl.—C. Travers (Ri). 
"The Governors" House Relay Cup.—Rivett. 

House Jumping Cup.—Rivett. 
The Aggregate Shield.—Rivett. 
House Hockey Cup.—Rivett. 
 

BOYS' EVENTS. 
Ashcombe (A), Craven (C), Rivett (Ri), Roberts (R). 

OPEN EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst Fox (C); 2nd Mills (A); 3rd Lobb (C). Time : 10.6 secs. 220 
Yards.—lst Fox ,(C); 2nd Lobb (C); 3rd Mills (A). Time : 25 secs. 440 

yards.—lst Lobb (C); 2nd Mills (A); 3rd Gardner (Ri). Time 55.2 secs. 880 
yards.-1st Lobb (C); 2nd Gardner (Ri); 3rd Bone (Ri). Time :  

2 mins. 9.4 secs. (record). 
One Mile.—lst Bone (Ri); 2nd Lobb (C); 3rd Stiles (C). Time : 5 mins. 10.2 secs. 
100 yards Hurdles.—lst Maurice (A); 2nd Mills (A); 3rd Fox (C). Time : 14.5 secs. 

High Jump.—lst Fox (C); 2nd Beadle (R); 3rd Moore, C. A. (Ri). Height : 

4 ft. 11³/8in. 

Long Jump.—lst Fox (C); 2nd Gould (A); 3rd Thompson (A). Distance :  

18 ft. 10 ¼ in. 

Throwing the Cricket Ball.—lst Sansom (A); 2nd Fox (C); 3rd Kelsey (A). 
Distance : 76 yds. 1 ft. 10 in. 
Cross Country.—lst Stiles (C); 2nd Bone (Ri); .3rd Alexander, R. (Ri). Time : 16 

mins. 59.4 secs. Roberts won the team race. 
UNDER 16 EVENTS. 

100 yards.-1st Crane (R); 2nd Manning (A); 3rd Scotcher (Ri). Time : 11 secs. 

(equalled record). 
220 yards.-1st Crane (R); 2nd Finn (A); 3rd Scotcher (Ri). Time : 26.4 secs. 

440 yards.-1st Finn (A); 2nd Crane (R); 3rd Scotcher (Ri). Time : 60 secs. 
880 yards.-1st Finn (A); 2nd Thomas (R); 3rd Scotcher (Ri). Time : 

2 mins. 22 secs. 
One Mile.—lst Finn (A); 2nd Thomas (R); 3rd Nunn (A). Time : 
80 yards Hurdles.—lst Manning (A); 2nd Finn (A); 3rd Howells (R). Time : 11.4 

secs. (record). 
UNDER 15 EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst Goller (C); 2nd Jones (A); 3rd Molyneux (C). Time: 11.5 secs. 
220 yards.—lst Goller (C); 2nd Rowland (Ri); 3rd Molyneux (C). Time: 27.1 secs. 

440 yards.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Goller (C); 3rd Daily (R). Time: 60.3 secs. 
(record). 
880 yards.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Daily (R); 3rd Seymour (C). Time: 

2 mins. 27.8 secs. 
75 yards Hurdles.—lst Dobson (A); 2nd Goller (C); 3rd Jones (A). Time:12 secs. 

UNDER 14 EVENTS. 
100 yards.—lst Ditty (R); 2nd (Patten (R); 3rd Bartlett (R). Time: 11.4 secs. 

220 yards.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Bartlett (R); 3rd (Seymour (C). Time: 27.1 secs. 



(record). 

75 yards Hurdies.—lst Patten (R); 2nd Adlem (A); 3rd Dittert (R). Time: 11.6 
secs. (record). 
High Jump.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Bartlett (R); 3rd Cullis (Ri). Height:4 ft. 4 in. 

Long Jump.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Moss (R); 3rd Adlem (A). Distance: 16 ft. 2 in. 
(record). 
Cross Country.—lst Dittert (R); 2nd Seymour (C); 3rd Coles (C). Time: 

11 mins. 49 secs. Craven won the team race. 
UNDER 13 EVENTS. 

100 yards (12½-13).—lst Robertson (R); 2nd Stedman (A); 3rd Harfitt (C). Time: 

12.4 secs. (record). 

100 yards (Under 12½).—lst Hayns (C); 2nd Crack (A); 3rd Lowe (C). Time:13 
secs. 
220 yards.—lst Crack (A); 2nd Stedman (A); 3rd Lowe (C). Time: 31.4 secs. 75 

yards Hurdles.—lst Lowe (C); 2nd Harfitt (C); 3rd Robertson (R). Time: 13.3 secs. 
High Jump.—lst Robertson (R); 2nd Crack (A); 3rd Gates (Ri). Height:3 ft. 10 in. 
Long Jump.—lst Robertson (R); 2nd Stedman (A); 3rd Lowe (C). Distance:14 ft. 

5¾ in. 
HOUSE RELAYS. 

Senior.—lst Craven; 2nd Ashcombe; 3rd Roberts. Time 48.9 secs.  

Junior.—lst Roberts; 2nd Craven; 3rd Ashcombe. Time: 55.6 secs. (record). 

SCHOOL SOCIETIES 
CHESS CLUB. 

During the autumn and spring terms the Chess Club met regularly. Good 
support was received from the first forms, but there were fewer members from 

the Upper School. 
Reigate Grammar School invited us to a game, but we were unable to accept 
owing to lack of support among the older boys. 
An American tournament was arranged on a league basis, but was not 
completed owing to lack of time. 
D. H. Mountain left at the end of the summer term and should like to 

thank him for a set of chessmen which he presented to the Club. 
Mr. Griffiths also left at the end of the summer term. On behalf of the 

Chess Club we wish him a long and happy retirement. He founded the Club 
and had complete charge of it until the end of the autumn term preceding 
his retirement. 

We should like to thank Mr. Davies, who has taken over the organising. 
J. B. R. C. 

DEBATING AND DRAMATIC SOCIETIES. 
THE popularity of the Debating Society has increased throughout the year, 

but, although interest has been maintained, more verbal support is necessary. 
The largest attendance was at the meeting on the eve of the General Election, 
when a Mock Election was held. Three parties were represented—Communist, 
Conservative and Socialist—and there was also an independent candidate. After 
they had outlined their policies, question time produced lively argument. A vote 
taken showed a Conservative majority of twenty-one over all other parties, the 
Communist and Independent candidates losing their deposits. 

At the next meeting the motion that " The commercialization of radio would 
raise the standard of both wireless and television programmes," was debated 
and heavily defeated. A further debate arranged with the Old Dorkinians was 
cancelled. 

To encourage more speakers general discussions were arranged on various 
topics, ranging from serious matters to " Is be-bop a sign that modern 
civilization is tending to return to pre-historic habits ? " 

Other hilarious meetings have taken the form of the popular B.B.C. feature, 
" One Minute Please." Contests were arranged between boys and girls and 
later between two staff teams. 

The Dramatic Society has continued to alternate its meetings with those of the 
Debating Society, and its activities have been many and varied. 

Several play-readings were arranged including " She Passed Through 
Lorraine," by Lionel Hale; The Tricking of Malvolio "; and " The Ugly 
Duckling." Other interesting meetings consisted of a talk on Theatrical Make-
Up, by Miss Moore, and a performance of " Meet Mrs. Beeton," by members of 



St. Martin's Youth Club. 
The House Play Competition was won for the third year in succession by 

Roberts, with Rivett a close second. We were again pleased to welcome Mrs. 
Jones and Mrs. Bradshaw to judge the performances and to award, for the first 
time, the Cup kindly presented by Mr. Everett. 
Many visits have been made by members of the Society to London theatres, to 
see performances of "Tamburlaine the Great," "Othello," Much Ado About 
Nothing " and C. Fry's " The First Born." The cast of the school play, "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream," visited "Waters of the Moon," at the Haymarket 

Theatre. This performance would have been better appreciated had it not 
been for the " wind-tunnel " effect in the Upper Circle. Senior members of the 

Society are looking forward to making an expedition to Stratford to see " As 
You Like It " at the Shakespeare Memorial Theatre. 
The committee wishes to thank all the members of staff, particularly Miss 

Barter, who, have helped to make the year a success. 
 M. W. 

 

" A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM." 
The Shakespearian stage to-day usually displays one of two extremes. The 
first is the pseudo-intellectual approach which discovers in the text so much 
more than the author ever put into it, the other, the self-conscious attitude of 

our esoteric theatre groups where the producer accepts the play only as a 
paddock in which to show off his own paces, and originality is everything. At 
Dorking County Grammar School both these hazards were avoided. One felt 
that "A Midsummer Night's Dream " was presented as Shakespeare would have 
had it—as a pleasant and not too serious entertainment for an audience of 

townsfolk who had come to be entertained. And that, these days, is a rare 
achievement. The producer is to be congratulated upon a very sound and 
workmanlike production. 
The setting was unambitious, but adequate, and the lighting unobtrusive 
and effective. There was none of the irrelevant pyrotechnic display which 

flashes and flares regardless of scene and sense. Effects were used discreetly, 
and in the forest scenes did much to establish the delicate atmosphere of 
fantasy which is quite half the charm of the play. In this connection, one 
wondered whether a representational set complete with life-size tree trunks was 
the ideal background for the dreamlike quality of these scenes. With such 

limited stage facilities it is manifestly impossible to lay out a woodland glade 
with all its depth and mystery and have any hope at all of being convincing. 
Perhaps the answer is a stylization in the form of a three-dimensional design 

based upon the geometrical pattern of interlacing branches, cobwebs, and the 
grotesque shapes of fungi and twisting roots;, aiming quite deliberately at 

atmosphere rather than the visual impression. 
Margaret Walters and Marilyn Gronow as Helena and Hermia were 
outstanding. These parts were played with understanding and sympathy, and 
with a degree of technical skill one rarely sees on a school stage. One could 
perhaps criticise Margaret Walter's rendering of her speech " How happy 

some o're other-some can be," when she was too obviously taking the 
audience into her confidence rather than allowing us to eavesdrop while she 
thought aloud, and for a moment or two illusion faded. But the emotional scenes 
which followed were handled with a laudable restraint and considerable dignity. 
T. 0. Walker was well cast as Demetrius and interpreted the part with clarity 

and strength. G. K. Burgess's Lysander was of quite a different order. His lines 
were not always distinct, his movement and gesture frequently at fault, and 
yet the portrayal he gave was warm, appealing, and at times genuinely moving. 
It was a triumph of sincerity. D. W. Jeater played Bottom with gusto, an 

infectious enjoyment, and with a power which at times threatened to unbalance 
the scenes in which he appeared. 
A. G. Jones played a conventional Puck with gaiety and charm_ It is 



something of a pity that the crouching gait and scurrying movements of this 

happy creature should have hardened into a tradition, for here surely, if 
nowhere else in all Shakespeare, is a character which a youngster with 
imagination could be depended upon to interpret with a unique and delightful 
spontaneity. There was some very sweet, if sometimes rather tentative, singing 

by the fairy chorus, and the dances were delightful. 
Perhaps the dignity of nobility did not sit too happily on the shoulders of R. A. 
Crane as Theseus, but Shakespeare was never too happy with his dukes anyway, 
and those who play them deserve a deal of sympathy in their thankless task. 
Many a tried actor has lost his sleep wondering what to do about Orsino. The 

playwright seemed to regard these peers as good-natured amateur hoteliers; 
after all, someone has got to provide the revellers, clowns and lovers with bed 
and breakfast and somewhere to sit around, so why not a duke ? One can 
only say that Crane did his best with the rather pedestrian lines his part 
provides. 

R. A. Sewell has a fine voice and 'brought a regal demeanour to the part of Oberon. 
If anything, he was a trifle too detached, as though, having once set some 
mischief afoot with the aid of his minion, he promptly lost interest in the 
device. As his queen, Ann Summersby was wholly delightful. She moved with 
a contained and quiet grace and spoke her lines not only with understanding, 

but with real appreciation of their beauty, her remoteness and calm 
contrasting admirably with the more turbulent emotions of the mortals. There 
was also very good character acting by the tradesmen, and in the interlude some 
excellent fooling which at no time got out of hand. 
This was undoubtedly a considered and very successful production. At least one 

member of the audience regretted none of the forty miles he travelled to see it, 
and would willingly undertake the journey again to enjoy equally good 
entertainment. 

SCIENCE SOCIETY. 
THE Science Society has met every fortnight, on Monday evenings, throughout 

the autumn and spring terms. In the autumn term there were three film shows 
and each was well attended. At the first of these meetings two films were 
shown, one dealing with the manufacture of iron in the blast furnace and a 
short film on plastics. On 22nd October three films were shown on Sulphur, 
Sulphuric Acid, and Ammonia. These were of particular value to the Sixth 
Form Chemistry Class, since the film on ammonia showed the Haber Process in 
detail. On 3rd December three further films were shown on colour, water and 
pigments. The only lecture of the term was given by Dr. Crookall, from the 
Geological Museum, in South Kensington, who gave a talk on " Coal," in 
which he described the formation of coal from decayed vegetation. He 
illustrated his talk with numerous lantern slides. 

In answer to a request by Mr. Rowlatt for members to do something 
themselves, two boys came forward and gave lectures. D. Harding gave a talk 
on clocks in which he traced the development of clocks from the time of the 
ancient Egyptians to the present day: and J. Taylor gave a talk on the 
classification of flies with a brief account of points of interest in various groups. 
We earnestly hope that next year more boys will give talks on any topic that 
interests them since it is very good training. There is no need for nervousness, 
since both Harding and Taylor spoke for an hour. 

In February, Mr. Titmarsh gave a talk on Geology in which he showed the 
immense age of the earth in comparison with the development of life, which 
according to a Geologist is a recent occurrence. At the beginning of March, Mr. 
Palmer paid a welcome return visit and on this occasion he gave a talk on " 
Plastics." He brought with him many entertaining samples of plastics and gave a 
most interesting account of the organic chemistry involved in the structure of the 
molecules of plastics. 

On May 11th a party of thirty boys and girls accompanied by Mr. 
Woodman went to Chislet Colliery, in Kent. 

We left Dorking at 7.30 a.m., on a fine Sunday morning, and made the three 
hour journey by coach. We then changed into very old clothes for the 1,400 ft. 
descent. Many of us were nervous, but we all reached the bottom safely and 
walked the 11 miles to the coal face. Our guides gave us . an account of the 
working of the pit as we stumbled along, tripping, and hitting our heads on 
the roof. We emerged at 1.30 p.m., resembling niggers rather than schoolboys, 
having enjoyed ourselves, but convinced we would not become miners. , 



Once more we owe our gratitude to Mr. Rowlatt for his hard - work in 
arranging the meetings and the coal mine expedition. 

J. B. 

SCOUT NOTES. 
Since the last issue of the magazine, the activities of the School's Troop have 
followed the usual successful course. Summer camp last August was held at 
Boot in Eskdale, Cumberland. The weather was mainly fine and several 
expeditions were made to the mountains by all scouts. A number of scouts 
formed a choir which sang at the invitation of the Vicar, at the local church. S. 

Sheppard, with two other Dorking Scouts, represented the district at the Seventh 

World Jamboree, in Austria last summer. Four seniors of the Troop, 
representing Dorking, won the Surrey County Venture Competition in October. 
Both the Senior and Junior District Athletic Trophies were held again by the 
Troop, and a team did well to win the District Signalling Competition. Three 

Scouts, Sheppard, Rogers and Gardner, were at Windsor at Easter for the 
Annual National Parade, at which the Queen took the salute. Drysdale has 
recently qualified for the Queen's Scout Certificate, bringing the Troop holding to 
four. 

P. T. G. 

STAMP CLUB. 

At the beginning of the year a meeting was called for the election of officials. 
The three vacant places were filled by last year's committee, the offices 
being rearranged. They were: M. J. Spratley (Chairman), B. Hayes (Secretary), 
and R. Sewell. 
During the year some very interesting meetings were held. The first of these 

took the form of a competition, which. was won by G. H. Goldsmith, who is 
to be congratulated on recently winning the annual senior competition for 
members of the Dorking and District Stamp Club, this being the first occasion 
that a junior member has done this. One Thursday, Mr. G. Lance (a member 
of the Dorking Stamp Club) kindly came along and gave us a very interesting 

illustrated talk on his Canadian stamps. On another occasion two films were 
shown, the subjects being closely related to philately. The more important 
meetings were interspersed with sales of stamps. On the whole the meetings 
were well attended, although at the sales a little less enthusiasm was shown. 
This year the Club has been larger than before, and it now has a strong 

Junior School contingent. As usual, the Club wishes to thank Mr. Howard 
for his invaluable help during the year. 

B. J. H. 

MUSICAL ACTIVITIES. 
 
MOST of the musical activities have been confined to the autumn and spring 

terms, partly owing to the pressure of examinations during the summer term. 
Music Society has continued to be well supported, and it was pleasing to see 
a greater number of boys among its ranks, which in the past have mainly 
been filled by girls. Most of the meetings have consisted of programmes of 
recorded music, which have been played on the new gramophone equipment, 

which the School has received this year. At one meeting P. Ballinger, who left 
last year, kindly presented a programme of long-playing records, using his 
own equipment and records. Dr. Morgan, Audrey Lawson (now of the Guildhall 
School of Music) and Walker have participated in piano recitals, and during the 
spring term a musical programme was arranged by N. Turner, in which 

piano trios were played by T. Walker (pianoforte), M. Vaile (Violin) and N. 
Turner (V'cello), both the latter being from the University College, London. 

The Senior Choir has naturally been mainly concerned with the " Elijah," 
and as the date of the performances approached, most members worked 
very hard to make them a success. 
The Madrigal Society formed part of the semi-chorus in " Elijah," and also sang 



very well at Speech Day. 

The Junior Choir, again trained and conducted by Walker, took part in the 
Dorking and District Schools' Music Festival, at the Dorking Halls, in 
March. During the past five years the Junior Choir has been admirably 
accompanied by Valmai Daily, whose departure this term we view with 
considerable regret. 
In December, these three choral societies, together with the Old Dorkinian 
Musical Society, took part in the Annual Carol Service, which this year was 
held for the first time in St. Martin's Church, Dorking. This change was made 
in the hope that the accommodation problem would be solved, but still the 
congregation proved too numerous for the number of seats available. 
Each year this report ends by paying tribute to the great amount of energy 
and enthusiasm that Dr. Morgan devotes to directing all these activities, 
and our only doubt in again concluding in this way, is whether or not we 
should have expressed our appreciation of all that he does for us at the 
outset. 

MENDELSSOHN'S " ELIJAH." 
THE Senior Choir and Old Dorkinian Musical Society gave two performances 

of Mendelssohn's " Elijah," on the 22nd and 24th March, in the School Hall 
The combined choirs numbered 200 voices and were accompanied by the 
largest orchestra we have had so far, yet after only one rehearsal, choir and 
orchestra were united to give two memorable performances. 
The soloists were Hebe Morgan (Soprano), Sheila Young (Contralto), 

David Gulliver (Tenor) and Robert Irwin (Baritone), who sang the part of 
Elijah. Incidentally, we are pleased to record 
the presence, in the orchestra, of two former pupils—Joan Harrison and P. 
Ballinger, who played in the string and wood-wind sections respectively. 

Although on both nights the concerts were of the usual high standard, 

unfortunately they were not quite as well supported this year as they have 
been in the past, and consequently, the heavy expenses were not covered. 

T. O. W. 
 

LIBRARY. 
THERE is not much to comment on in connection with the Library this year. 
Fewer books have been bought, largely because of high prices. About 80 new 
books have actually been bought out of the resources of the School Library Fund. 
Books have also reached the Library from other sources and we are grateful for 

generous book tokens from Pauline Owen, Goodway, K., Mountain, D., Rogers, 

P., and Saunders, D., who left last summer or earlier. One gift, A 
History of the World's Art, has already been received from Dorothy Latham 
and Anne Colgate, who will be leaving at the end of this term. 
At the moment, £60 has been collected in the Voluntary Library Fund and, by 

the end of the term, the total of £65 should be reached. The most notable efforts 
have been made by Form IIIA and FormIV. In particular, Form IIIA, during the 
Spring Term, collected more than any single Form has done since the Fund 
was started in 1945. 

B. MACAULAY. 

NATIONAL SAVINGS. 
THIS year I am in the unfortunate position of having to repudiate nearly all 
my remarks in the 1951 number. Then I explained to you the advantages 
you might have in becoming a member of a National Savings Group—the 
advantage of corporate buying being transferred to buyers of certificates—by the 
use of date-labels. Since that time there has been a change in policy and new 

instructions issued, the effect of which is to reduce the advantage to a 
minimum. 
Nevertheless there still remains the very important educative work of 



inculcating thrift. The method used at this School of collection by monitors, 

and the healthy emulation which arises, seems to promote this. 
During the last eight years ending March, 1952, the Group has collected 
£15,384, an average of more than £1,900 every year. The total this year will be 
about £1,400. Generally speaking, there has been a tendency for saving, 

throughout the country, to be reduced. It is, I am told, a tribute to our 
system of collection and to our monitors, that our group has been affected 
less than most. Please try your best to be worthy of this praise. 

GILBERT H. WOODMAN. 
 

THE DORKING COUNTY GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION. 
IN the period June, 1951—June, 1952, the Parents' Association has quietly 

continued its work of fostering the fullest co-operation between home and 
school in the interests of the children's education 
The membership is 529 ordinary members and 10 life members. The University 
Extension Lectures given by Dr. Marjorie Tait on the subject " The Moral 
Foundations of our Society " were, as was expected, -extremely interesting. 

The number of parents who attended was about 35, and this, in view of the 
scattered nature of the district, was considered good. The financial support given 
to the School, if one can put it that way, included the giving of the usual prizes 
for academic and sports successes, and also a contribution towards the cost of 
refreshments on Sports Day. For some years now, at the request of the 

Headmaster, members of the Parents' Association have audited the accounts 
of the Recreation Fund. Every year, immediately after the audit, the accounts are 
laid on the committee table. Parents' representatives are thus able to see the 
numerous calls made upon this fund and, in fact, have noted its dwindling 
balances as costs have risen. In February the Association Party was a great 

success. This function is the chief means we have of fusing the separate units 
in the Association together, thus making the group much stronger than it 
otherwise would be. 
The chairman, Mr. D. Guthrie, is taking a second term of office. He was 
chairman of the Executive Committee in 1948, in the early years of the 

Association, and we are fortunate in having his experience at our disposal once 
more. 
Members will have noted with pleasure that Mr. J. E. Pratt, who has served on 
the Executive Committee continuously since the foundation of the Association 
in 1945, and who was Chairman in 1946, has been made a 

Governor of  the School .  Although his membership of the 
Association was not directly responsible for his selection we are sure that 
his enthusiasm for all matters concerning the School was the major reason for 
his being asked. Both the School and the Association have reason to be glad 
at this happy choice. 

Mr. L. E. Whiting, another of our former chairmen, and one who has been 
liaison officer for the last two or three years, has, with much regret, given up 
this post. He has moved to Coulsdon. As liaison officer he was responsible for 
sending out notices to members whose children had left school. 

GILBERT H. WOODMAN. 

THE LYING IN STATE OF KING GEORGE VI. 

The King was dead. In the pale grey, misty English dawn the bare, black 
plane trees showed faintly against the ancient stone of historic buildings; 
the silver Thames was calm and untroubled. A mile-long, straggling 
line of people waited to pay homage to King George VI for the last time, 
as his body lay in state in Westminster Hall. 
After many hours of long-endured expectancy they filed slowly past the 
bronze figure of Richard Coeur-de-Lion, his sword once bent by bombs 



now straight and held aloft, up the steps and into the hall. 
The magnificence of the lofty, vaulted roof, full of grace and beauty, and 
the stateliness of the sculptured statues in the niches of the old stone 
walls, went unnoticed. Everyone saw only, in the dim, flickering light of 
the tall candles, the catafalque. There, in lonely majesty, lay the man 
who had been the beloved Sovereign of Great Britain for fifteen years. 
The jewelled sceptre and orb glittered in sad splendour against the 
purple-draped coffin. The wreaths of white flowers, one at the head, the 
others laid round the bier, gave pale relief to the richness of the Royal 
Standard covering the foot of the coffin, and the Company Colour of the 
Grenadier Guards arranged below. The four Yeomen of the Guard, in their 
scarlet and gold, and the Gentlemen-at-Arms with their ghostly white 
plumes veiling their bright helmets, were motionless, their hands crossed 
on their glinting weapons, their heads reverently bent; they seemed not even 
to breathe. 
The sombrely clad people passed on, out into the open. Outside again the 
world was bright, the sun shone on the green grass, as the loyal citizens 
of the towns and villages of Britain proclaimed " Long live Queen 
Elizabeth II ! "—with the beginning of a new and glorious reign before them. 

DOROTHY LATHAM (L. VI GEN.). 
 

A VISIT TO A RADIO FACTORY. 
IT is surprising that so few people have a clear conception of the construction 
of a radio set. So many householders attribute the faults of their " magic 
boxes " to obscure causes, and take for granted the daily pleasure they 
receive. I must confess that, after visiting a factory for the production of these 
instruments, I returned with an amazingly increased respect for their 

performances. 
On entering the factory, I was greeted by the works manager, who, as he 
soon impressed upon me, preferred to call himself the " Mannikin 
Supervisor." Before my tour of the factory, he gave me some idea of the 
history of radio. He told me that Gulliver, of " Lilliputian " fame, was the man 

behind its invention. • It was he who brought the first consignment of little 
men, whom he had found to have remarkable ability in the field of crystal-
gazing, and prodigious memories, to England. since he thought they might be 
utilised for some purpose. It wass some time however, before anyone had the 
brilliant idea of installing these mannikins in boxes to form the first radio sets. 

Interested, I asked him why these device' were called " wireless sets." He 
explained that, originally, it took some  considerable time for the " 
engineers " to train the mannikins. and so. to prevent their running away, a 
wire cage containing the mannikin and the crystal in which he could see 
what he was to say, was put inside the radio cabinet. At this stage the set 

was called a " crystal set." Soon, however, Marconi tamed the mannikins 
sufficiently to enable the wires of the cage to be withdrawn. whereupon the 
set was called a " wireless set." 
There is little space here to describe all the intriguing things I saw in my visit, 
but I shall now try to recall those which I considered most interesting and most 

worthy of mention. Firstly, there was the mannikin school, where rows upon 
rows of mannikins were sitting, studying the wireless programmes for weeks to 
come. I was told that each modern set incorporated three mannikins one of 
whom concentrated principally on each of the three main programmes—the Home, 
the Light and the Third. Each of these three was also expected to run some 

five or six foreign programmes, should the need arise, and also to be able to 
play on " orchestrion." Previously, apparently there had been first one, and then, 
when he was found to be lonely, two mannikins, one supervising the other. The 
former was known as the " loud-speaker " and the latter as the " soft-



speaker." It was not long, however, before the Communist-controlled Mannikins' 

Union stepped in, and demanded equality among its members, whereupon 
each mannikin was given his own programme to supervise, and so, whilst the 
term " loud-speaker " was retained for the part of the set in which the superior 
of the two mannikins used to live, the distinction of rank was dropped. 

The second section of the factory was devoted to the production of amenities 
for mannikins. Originally, the poor little men had had to make do with living 
in boxes with holes (or " valves ") bored in the sides through which they could 
feed on flies—a far from adequate substitute for their native diet of 
diminutive animals. Small wonder that there was " poor reception " from 

such sets. The Union, however, had soon introduced small glass bulbs, to 
which the name " valves " was transferred, for the mannikins to use as living 
quarters, together with one lighted bulb to attract moths as well as flies in order 
to supplement their diet. You will, incidentally, see now why it is that, when a 
wireless set " breaks down," it is usual for a valve to be replaced. What has,, of 

course, happened, is that the mannikin in that particular valve has reached 
the limits of his memory and exhausted his stock of learning, and must be 
returned to the factory to be further educated, whilst he is replaced by a 
colleague straight from the mannikin school having a full knowledge of 
programmes for months to come. 

I cannot possibly find space, here, to describe the myriads of other 
interesting things I saw that afternoon, such as the Mannikins' Amenity 
Research Department, in which new tea-warmers, toastracks, and the like 
were being developed, and the " Super-het " section of the Mannikin School, 
into which all the brainiest mannikins are put. Perhaps this short account 

will stimulate others to visit the factory and see for themselves the marvels 
of modern radio. 

D. HARDING (U. VT. Sc.). 
 

 JAMBOREE--1951. 
LAST year I had the thrill of attending the World Jamboree. This great scout 

gathering takes place every four years, and was held last year in the 
mountainous Salzkammergut region of Austria. Scouts from most countries 
of the world were in camp during those two weeks, and we all had a grand 
time together. 
After a late arrival, our troop (the " Fifty-sixers ") pitched camp, and after 

having had a cold shower, " turned in." The following morning our camp-site 
was made ship-shape. We erected the Surrey Gateway, fenced off our site, and 

constructed the kitchen and a dining shelter (which was duly blown down a 
few days later !). Scouts of many nationalities were camping round our site, 
including Swiss, South African, Austrian and French troops—so what French 

we happened to know came in useful. 
At a Jamboree there is always something to do. Frequently we went 
swimming in the nearby mountain lake, or visited new friends. The troop also 
went on various excursions, visiting the famous town of St. Wolfgang, and an 
interesting salt mine. A day was spent in the ancient city of Salzburg, 

which was a three hours' journey away. The market square of the Jamboree 
site was the meeting place of all nations and here happy scouts could be seen " 
swopping - anything, from badges and emblems to Egyptian fetes and turbans. 
The buildings had been constructed by the Austrian Scouts using the wood 
from the nearby forested slopes. Things for sale included the Jamboree 

Newspaper, Die Maultrommel, ices and coco-cola. At a post office, fully 
equipped with telephone and telegraph instruments, the special Jamboree 
stamps were available. 
There were various camp-fires, ranging from small troop sing-songs to vast 

gatherings attended by most of the 18,000 scouts present. On Sundays, 
religious services were held. About 5,000 scouts attended each of the two 



great Protestant services that took place in a huge, natural open-air chapel. 

The hymns were sung in different languages at the same time, and the 
addresses were given in the three main languages—English, French and 
German. In another part of the camp, and in equally lovely surroundings, the 
Roman Catholics celebrated High Mass. 

The theme of this Jamboree was simplicity, and few large gatherings were held. As 
might have been expected, the Skylon influenced the design of several gateways, 
one of them even being roped off during a thunderstorm ! The weather and 
the food were generally good 
but the labels on the food tins were, of course, in German, so frequently the 

cook patrols had to guess what they contained. After the opening ceremony we 
arrived back at our site only to find that the " tea " had been made with 
caraway seed ! 
Austrian scouts had been preparing the site for months. Special roads were 
constructed, and the Jamboree (covering seventy-four acres) comprised seven 

sub-camps, two markets, open air chapels, an arena, a car-park, a camp-
hospital, and, of course, food stores. The water was brought from the nearby 
Zimnitz mountain through several miles of specially laid piping. Enough 
poles had been cut to build a fence stretching from London to Newcastle. 
Austrian rovers, trained as policemen, directed the traffic through the camp. 

The closing ceremony of this Seventh World Jamboree was a most memorable 
occasion to all who were present. As the sound of the Jamboree song echoed 
through the camp, hundreds of pigeons, released from their cages, circled the 
closely-packed arena and flew away eastwards, carrying the news that the 
scouts of the world wer e  r e tu rn ing  home .  

S .  S H E P P A R D  ( L .  V I .  S c . ) .  
MEDITATIONS. 

The sun came up like a ball of red,  
And cast its light across my bed. 
I watched the creeping of the ray  
Which heralded the light of day.  
Could this day now bring to me  
A ray of light for me to see 
Through difficulties, trials and strife,  
And make a simple thing of life ? 
 
I watched the dust within the ray  
Diffuse the blessed light of day,  
And then remembered all men must  
Eventually return to dust. 
I closed my eyes, I lay quite still,  
And wondered if it was God's will  
That I myself, some distant day,  
Should play my part to make a ray. 

B. HAYES (U. V. Sc.), 
 

THE MASTER OF THE WORLD. 
The glow of our fires did little to cheer us and the warmth did not penetrate 

to our hearts, cold with fear. The most magnificent leader, equalled only by the 
famous Hannibal of Carthage, was lying on his sick bed while Life slowly ebbed 
away and merciless Death crept ruthlessly in. 

There were wild ,suggestions as to how to save our commander, and the most 
impracticable of all was the one which seized our imaginations. 

Accordingly, we set out in the late evening. Four men, burning with 
enthusiasm and imagination—and I, although uncertain of the outcome, was 
no less enthusiastic for the success of our mission. 

The road echoed mysteriously to our heavy boots—and yet all was strangely 
silent, as if the whole world were awaiting some dreaded and dreadful event. 
The green leaves of spring, now faded to a deathly yellow, floated from the 
heights of the bleak trees, many of which stretched their bare branches to the 
cold sky as if struggling for existence. The atmosphere was as mysterious as 
our mission 

The place we sought now lay before us—a clearing about four yards across. 
Although we had not been told of any special place for the end of our mission, 



there was no doubt in any of our minds that here would happen the event 
which would restore the life of our commander. 

We halted with a feeling of dread. Only the sighing of the leaves, as at their 
nerveless fingers slipped from the unfeeling branches, to sink unresistingly 
to the earth, disturbed the throbbing silence. 

As we thus stood, fearful of the outcome of our mission and dreading the 
meeting with the one who caused our fear, we lifted our eyes. to the hills, 
perhaps in search of guidance, and there saw, descending, the chill evening 
mist of November, which would soon envelop all in its suffocating embrace. 
When next our fearful eyes sought the earth we shuddered at the change in 
our surroundings. If, before, the air had been still, it was now paralysed. We 
knew the moment had arrived, and not until now did the full import of the 
mission we had undertaken force itself into our unwilling hearts, and we stood, 
as in a childhood nightmare, unable to flee from the terror overshadowing 
us, bearing down now on all sides. 

I do not know quite what we expected to see, but the first sight of Death 
gripped us with unimaginable horror. There it was plainly before our eyes and 
yet to us then it was horribly intangible and not one of us now can give a 
coherent description of the impression on ow- numbed minds. I think it can be 
best expressed by saying that Death was more a feeling, a grotesque shadow 
of what might have been or had been, than any visible person. 
Not a sound left the form before us, and yet we heard plainly the words it 

spoke. 

" So ! Mere mortals seek to end for all time the Eternal Master of the 
World." 
These words struck our brains like a physical blow, leaving us incapable of 
speech, and in that moment we would have regretted our impulsive action 
to champion the cause of those longing for eternal life, had we been able. 
" I have honoured you with my presence," continued Death, " only that 
you might learn the futility of your quest. Go, now ! Your helpless 
stupidity is your salvation. But should you seek again to banish me, not 
only will you be in my power eternally, but all others who think like you." 
The poignancy of this threat pierced through the throbbing of my ears 
and I sprang towards the terrifying form before me. As I did so, a scream 
shattered the silence with nerve racking suddenness and held me rooted to 
the spot. Even as I paused, wondering, a sound terrifyingly familiar smote 
my ears, and a large piece of the overhanging hillside crashed but a few 
inches from me. For a while I stood transfixed, realizing only too well how 
near I was to Death. I stumbled towards my companions, my eyes ablaze 
with madness. I seized one of them for support, but he seemed to wither 
at my very touch, and I sank helplessly to the earth. There I lay for 
some time, unconscious. 
Our one idea now was to rid ourselves of this presence, and we fled back 
through the pass. But Death was not satisfied--it was amusing itself at 
our expense—so, as we ran, sudden tidal waves, appearing from the very 
face of the sheer mountain sides, and soul-destroying gales seemed to 
start and stop on all sides, but never to harm us. We had just begun to 
realise that we should not be harmed, when above the shrieking of the 
wind and hungry gurgle of the last receding wave deprived of its prey, there 
sounded once more the rumble of falling stones and, before we could move, 
we were pinned under the boulders—and yet, strange to say, not one of us 
suffered any pain. 
For two whole days we remained there, helpless, and without food, and then 
suddenly the weight was lifted from us; but we could not rise. I think now 
that in our hearts we were glad that life was not eternal, but we were not, 
even now, going to show submission to our torturer, and longed for some 
revenge. However, we realized that in our present state we could do nothing, 
and even as we wondered how it was we could think so clearly, the 
answer came to us all; but no word was spoken. It was to ensure that we 
suffered to the utmost. 



At that moment, disturbing the silence that once more prevailed, we heard 

again that inaudible voice in our ears. 
" Seek no more to destroy me. You will but destroy your soul and the hearts of 
others." 
As these words, so few, yet so full of meaning, faded into the mist, the mist 

itself lifted, and the glow of the rising sun brightened the horizon. 
After at least an hour we struggled to our feet and returned weakly to the 
encampment, where even the most stalwart hearted soldiers shuddered at the 
terrifying change in us. We went straight to the leader's tent, having now, at 
last, a plan for revenge on Death. The great commander was lying there on his 

sick-bed, one of the victims of our enemy. We filed in soundlessly, knelt by his 
bed and prayed for health to be restored. For Many this was the first time 
they had prayed, but it was none the less sincere on that account. 
Even as we watched he opened his eyes and a warm smile parted for an instant 

his blue lips. We rose, and left the tent with elated hearts, assured of his 
recovery, and as we walked away, the evening mist once more descended. The 
last leaf of autumn was shaken from its resting place and tossed unmercifully 
by the cruel November wind, which had sprung up suddenly as if seeking 
revenge for Death. 

J. MOUNTAIN (L. VIA). 

A TRIFLE PERPLEXED 
(A poem in the modern style.) 
 What is it ?- 
a starting aiming for an end 
an apex (not an end), a point— 

 and yet is it ? 
it surely can't pretend ; 
suppose ; appoint ; 
—I smell a rat— 
 

What is it ?— 
a writing aiming for a print, 
 a circum-centre, or a hope ? 
 it may not be 
revolving round a hint. 

I cannot cope 
with sophisms. 
 

What is it ?— 
a doubtful thing, a mystery 

(but even this can have a name).  
[yclept], misnamed 
thus: " Modern Poetry " 
and then again 
" Modern Poet.- 

JUDITH BROWNING (L. VIG). 
 

EVENING LANDSCAPE WITH FIGURES. 
ALONG the lane that led to Bramble Wood ambled an old man, his pipe in 

his mouth, his eyes fixed on the ground. It was dusk and he should have 
been home half an hour ago, but the little stroll every evening was his only 
pleasure and he liked to make it last as long as possible. Now the wood came 
into sight and because he was always a little afraid of it, though he would 
never have admitted this, he raised his head and quickened his steps. 

Suddenly, shattering the silence of the evening, a twig cracked and he 
stopped abruptly. There, in a clearing not for off, he saw kneeling on the 
ground, a man digging a hole. By his side was a sack, obviously full of some 
irregularly shaped objects, tied at the neck with a piece of string. The man was 
wearing a ragged brown suit and a battered hat, its original shape completely 
indistinguishable. But most curious of all was the black mask he had tied 



round his eyes. The old man in the road gazed at it curiously. Then the 
mysterious being lifted the sack and dropped it with a faint metallic clink into its 
hole, covered it with a few dead leaves and some earth, and made off into the 
wood. The old man turned and set off down the road again wondering what that 
man had been doing there and why, why he had been wearing that sinister 
black mask. 

Bill Smith, whose photograph had occupied the front page of the local 
newspapers for the last six months, peered cautiously from behind a tree on 
the edge of Bramble Wood. All he saw was a bent old man shuffling his way 
along the lane, above his head thin puffs of smoke rising from a pipe. He 
grinned to himself and went on his way . . Over the trees a red and gold 
sun slowly sank back into the wood and the lane was deserted again. Only 
a small grey rabbit bounded back across the fields. 

SUSAN MCMORRAN 

THE LOST GRAVE. 
The house is gone, the garden over-grown, 
 But still the gate remains on guard alone.  
Within the dense and sombre wilderness  
There lies a grave in all its loneliness:  

Forgotten, lost, neglected and forlorn. 
There's none except the gate left there to mourn  
That other child, as children laugh and swing  
Upon this old, bewailing, creaking thing.  
Unwitting of the past and all that's been, 

They play upon the little mound of green.  
The gate tells of the tragedy alone— 
The house is gone, the garden over-grown. 

WENDY CHALCRAFT (Upper 'VA). 
 

PIRATES. 
" Avast there, landlubbers ! " yelled Old Hooky, the terror of the sea, as 
his boat ground on the pebbles. " Unload the booty, my bonny lads, we're 
rich for life." 
He stepped proudly from his small but sturdy craft, which stood with her 
pirate flag flying in the breeze. As he stood watching his crew at work, 

their broad backs glistening in the sun, he began to sing: 
" Fifteen men on a dead man's chest— 
Yo, ho, ho ! and a bottle of rum ! " 
He was an imposing figure in striped trousers, with a bright red scarf 
round his head. Then he addressed his crew: " Lads, many a ship have we 

plundered, many a storm have we mastered ..." 
Suddenly, another voice broke in: " Jimmy, it's time for bed ! " Old Hooky 
vanished and Jimmy Wilson stood in his place. The frail raft which 
Jimmy's father had made him rocked to and fro on a shallow pool. 
Jimmy stood in his pyjama trousers, and a scarf which he had " found " 

in his sister's drawer. 
" Why," he mused, " do grown-ups always have to call you just when you're 
enjoying yourself ? " 

MAUREEN MILES (II). 

 

BRIEF ENCOUNTER. 

His steely eyes were fixed on me; he was approaching me; slowly, 
relentlessly. I could not avoid those eyes, that face, those outstretched 
hands. I was hot; I began to sweat; my knees were knocking; my legs 
became weak.- At last I had to give up; I let him approach; he came 

nearer, and nearer; and nearer. Giving up all hope of escape, I put 
tuppence in the box and bought a flag. 

B. KELSEY (U. VA). 
 



THE RABBIT'S ADVENTURE. 

IT was night, and a full moon shone through the clouds. A baby rabbit 

hopped across a patch of moonlight, lost. It was seen by three other 
creatures; the first was its mother, who had been looking for it since 
sunset; the second was a stray, hungry cat, which began to stalk the 
little rabbit, slinking along in thick grass, as silent as a shadow; the third 
was an owl, hunting for the food its young needed, gliding down on the 

unsuspecting rabbit, its claws ready. The owl swooped and grabbed its 
prey; the cat pounced, but too late; and the mother rabbit could only 
watch, helpless. A cloud covered the moon; all was black. 

When next the moon appeared it revealed the owl in his messy nest, with 
two hungry owlets and the still squealing rabbit. Up the tree climbed a 

dark shape—the cat, looking for its supper. The old owl was about to 
tear up the rabbit for its young when the cat trod on a dry leaf, which 
crackled, causing the owl to turn round sharply. It saw the cat and flew at him, 
and they both fell in a screeching, spitting, fighting heap to the ground, 

where the nest landed on top of them. The baby rabbit, still unharmed, got 
up and scampered away; the cat, severely clawed and pecked, ran away; and 
the owl was too concerned about the owlets to give chase. 
Later, down deep in a rabbit burrow, the mother rabbit was still trying to make 
out how her baby had been restored to her. 

D. R. LOBB (IA). 

THE ESKIMO: 
I live in Arctic regions cold, 
In lands of mist and snow, 
Where hail and sleet is close at hand,  
And winds tempestuous blow. 

 
In Polar region's waste I live, 
Where em'rald glaciers are, 
And tow'ring ice-capped mountains point 
Towards the Northern Star. 

 
The creaking ice-bergs rock and groan,  
They sway, and grind, and sigh,  
And seem to whisper to the stars 
When night winds rustle by. 

 

But when at last the sun appears, 
And skies are bright once more,  
The migrant birds return again 
Towards their rugged shore. 

 
The Northern Lights are brilliant, too,  
And light up all the sky— 
First streamers coloured red and blue,  
Then vivid greens flash by. 

 
If ever I were far away, 
I'd fall asleep, I know, 
And dream of lakes, and bergs, and ice,  
From lands of mist and snow. 

MERLE HOLMWOOD  ( II)   
 

TO A SIXTH FORMER 

(with apologies to Rudyard Kipling). 
If you can stay at School, when all about you  



Are leaving you, and starting jobs of work;  

If you can carry on, when friends desert you,  
And from your studies do not shrink or shirk;  
If you can wait, and not be tired of waiting,  
Before you start professions or careers 

Which at this moment in your mind are shaping,  
And not give way to others' groans and sneers ; 
 
If you can stem your passion for adventure,  

If you can cope with lessons by the score, 

If you can meet with History or Scripture,  
And turn. away, and then come back for more ;  
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew  
To bear with netball or to play at games, 
To hold on still, when there is nothing in you,  
And not give way like Janet, Jane or James. 
 
If you can watch a frog that's being dissected,  
And even help your teacher cut the same ; 
If you can bear to have your clothes inspected 

To find out if they're each marked with your name ;  
If you can fill each passing school-day minute 
With sixty seconds' worth of work and fun,  
Yours is the school, and everything that's in it,  
And—what is more—you'll well deserve it, son ! 

S. COMPTON (L. 6 GEN.) 
 

THE HOUSE UPON THE HILL. 
Gaunt and bleak, it has an air  
Of mystery and haunting care:  
Dead and barren—dark and still,  
That old house upon the hill. 
 

It tells of sorrow, toil and pain, 
Gay laughter ne'er to sound again, 
Whilst cries and groans are heard there still  
In that house upon the hill 

 

Moonlight shed its silver rays 
Upon the house in ancient days. 
Where men fought hard, and fought to kill.  
At the house upon the hill. 
 

Soon the house no more will be,  
nd those who come will only see  
A vacant space—a ghostly chill.  
That was the house upon the hill. 
 

SUSAN HAYES (II). 
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