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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1963 
The Annual General Meeting of the Association 

will be held on Friday March 29th in the “Evening 

Star" at the foot of Mill Lane, Dorking, at 8.0 p.m. 

Once again your nominations for Officers of the 0.D.A. 

are required and the name of those members who would be 

prepared to help the Association to continue to function 

should be sent to the present Hon. Secretary. The following 

nominations have already been received:- 

President: Mr. R. Harding 
Secretary: Mr. S. Green 

Treasurer: Miss J. Astridge 
Mailing Secretary:    Mr. B. Burbidge 

A new nomination is required for the position of Editor of 

the "Magpie". 

Annual General Meetings. These meetings of all 
organisations are held under their rules in order to 

give the members in general a regular opportunity to plan 

the functioning of their club or organisation for a 

further year. There is therefore an obligation on them 
all to attend such meetings and to take advantage of the 

powers that are annually given to them to manage their 

own affairs. The subsequent function of the Officers 

and Committee is to carry out during the ensuing year the 
powers the A.G.M. has delegated to them, 

Programme. From time to time your officials have received 
from various sources complaints of a lack of imagination 

in arranging events, or sometimes for not arranging 

anything. One object of the A.G.M. is to formulate the 
year's programme and then instruct the Committee to carry 
it out. A committee cannot readily work to a programme 

that does not exist so your ideas and suggestions will
 
be 

only too welcome, and they should be passed to the Hon 
Secretary for inclusion in the Agenda. 

Re-organisation. We also hear opinions that some measure 

of re-organisation could usefully be introduced, following 

the thought perhaps that the present system is not bring-

ing the required results. A Committee or Council has not 

the power to re-organise the O.D.A. - that is the duty of 

the general members at the A.G.M. Two ideas have recently 

been put forward. First that the Council elects its own 

Chairmen each year with a view towards a more continuous 



policy than at present afforded by each succeeding 

President having to serve in this capacity as well. 

Secondly, that the parent Council be confined only to the 

Senior Officers of the Association and that the two main 

subsidiary Committees be instituted, one of the Old Boys 

and the other of Old Girls, who would undertake the more 

detailed and exacting work. Other similar ideas will 

undoubtedly arise in your minds, son we hop you will come 

along ton the “Evening Star” so that they may be fully 

explored. 
The ”MAGPIE”. Your present Editor took over this job in the 

Spring of last year as a sort of emergency matter. He now 

feels that a younger person should be appointed for the 

future, and the vacancy now exists. The job mainly consists 

of typing two sides of foolscap, twice for each printing. 

For your information the present Editor first 

joined an O.D. Committee in 1928 and was the O.D Editor from 

1933 until after the war. 

There was no February issue simply because there was 

virtually nothing to report (we think the weather had 

something to do with it). Moreover the Council have since 

decided that as there is insufficient material (reports, 

contributions, etc.) forthcoming, the work and cost of 

continuing monthly issues is hardly justified. All future 

issues will therefore appear bi-monthly instead. 

THE ANNUAL DINNER.  As you know this year's Dinner 

is to be of a more informal nature and will be held at the 

Gatwick Airport Restaurant on Saturday March 23
rd
. The cost 

of tickets is 21/6d. each, and if you have not yet contacted 

the Secretary, please do so immediately as places are 

limited. Transport can be arranged for you by him if 

required. 

NEWS OF OLD DORKINIANS. Members will be interested to learn 

that Miss Karen McLeod has become the first woman editor of 

"lsis", the Oxford University
 
Magazine. Wing-Commander 

Hitchcock (1931-36) has recently been appointed Staff Officer 

(Air) to the Inspector  General of the R.A.F. Lt. Peter 

Rogers R.N. (married to Margaret Walters) is now in Ghana 

helping to organise this country's navy during his 18-

months' engagement. 



THE WESTHUMBLE GROUND. Members will have read over the 

last few months of our attempt to get a sectional 

timbered building erected on this ground. Unfortunately we 

seem to have run into trouble under the Green Belt 

regulations. It appears that the Dorking U.D.C. have 

suggested to the Surrey Education Committee that they build 

a LARGE PAVILION to accommodate the maximum number of 

people using the field at any given time (namely, 70 

girls and 50 boys), but the Committee say that they do not 

have the money available to erect such a building, and it 

appears at the moment that neither side will suggest any 

alternative. The O.D.A. Council will therefore have to decide 

whether or not to lodge an appeal in an effort to get over 

the deadlock. 

THE FOOTBALL CLUB The Club has played no matches 

since Dec 22
nd
 when the 2

nd
 XI were able to play in 

bright sunshine at Dorking while the lst and 3rd XIs found the 

fog too dense at Morden. They will have started again on 

Saturday March. 2nd so all the players will have been off 

for no less than nine weeks – a new Club record! All three 

matches against the School XIs were played on December 15th, 

the 1st and 3rd teams winning over the School's lst and 2nd 

XIs, but the 4th XI finally found the School's 3rd XI a bit 

too fast for them. One happy note – the 3rd XI captain was 

pleased to find that he could hang up his hoots temporarily 

just as a further member of his family decided to appear on 

the scene. We therefore extend our best congratulations to 

Mr. & Mrs. David Boxall on the birth of a second son. 

We are unable to give you the renewed fixture list 

for March as we doubt if the Club even knows it themselves at 

the moment, but we are certain there are going to be some 

creaky joints about. 

CAR RALLY. A further Rally will be organised to take place 

during April/May and further details will be published in 

due course, 

NOTES FROM THE SCHOOL. Although the normal train of events 

has been taking place in the classrooms this Term, there has 

been quite a difference outside the School. None of the 

regular sporting activities have been possible owing to the 

snow and ice, but We have been getting reports on quite a 



fantastic list of novel pursuits - tobogganing, skating, 

sliding and football on the frozen Millpond, and so on

 Half-term has gone by without a change but we now hope 

everyone in looking forward to a much more normal half. One 

point of note - the caretaker has been regularly shovelling 

in an average of 6 tons of fuel a week. since the term began!

 Those who took their skis up on to the Boxhill 

slopes must have had a wistful moment now and then 

thinking of their dips last summer in the Burford 

swimming pool below. 

MORE NEWS OF O.D.s We have only just  heard that 

Michael Owen gained his degree last summer  and is 

now teaching at Havant. Our reporters, however, 

have completely failed to give us any up-to-the-

m1nute information on the well-being of the beard! 

Malcolm Thomas has settled down to married life at 

Haslemere where he is serving with the Navy. He 

is serving on H.M.S. President, allegedly moored up 

to a pine-tree close by. Now, how did it get there? 

 

 


