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Pupils have currently raised £19,231 after 
completing the Sponsored Walk on Friday 27th
September, so we are moving towards our target
of £30,000 to fund the initial stages of a phased
project to improve our PE and outdoor facilities.
The event provided a wonderful opportunity for
the whole school community to come together for
the 16 kilometre walk through the scenic Mole
Valley countryside. Pupils and staff all made light
of the showery conditions and rose to the 
challenge, whilst the Sixth Form marshals did an
excellent job at guiding everyone around the
route.

Further sponsorship donations can still be accepted 
via The Ashcombe Trust’s Just Giving page
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ranmoreproject
or at the Pupil Services Desk. 
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Our popular Careers Fair took place on 17th September, with
over 150 volunteers from many walks of life. The event was
well attended, with pupils (and their parents) able to speak
to a range of employers and Higher Education providers to get
a realistic idea of what specific jobs and courses entail. We
benefitted from the support of many regular contributors and
organisations as well as those attending for the first time, so
we are very grateful to all the volunteers for giving up their
time to create another successful event. 

The employers were very impressed by the enthusiasm of the
pupils and we were particularly pleased to hear comments
from pupils who said that the event had genuinely helped
them understand the possibilities that were available after
Ashcombe. We are hopeful that the Careers Fair will continue
to expand and help pupils in making an informed choice about
future pathways that reflect on their own personal strengths,
values and interests. If your own career experience might en
able you to contribute to this event, please contact the school.

CAREERS FAIR 2019

KPMG TASTER DAY

VIEWPOINT
The first half of the year has passed by with great
speed and some of the many highlights are 
captured in this latest edition of Accent. We 
always emphasise our aim to develop rounded
individuals who are equipped with the skills,
knowledge and values to flourish in the 21st 
century. Whether they are performing in 
Wizard of Oz, walking across the Surrey Hills for
the Sponsored Walk, competing in Young 
Enterprise or actively engaging in the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme, our young people
are getting the opportunity to develop a broad
range of attributes. 

It is difficult to choose one particular highlight,
but the presentation to Felix Vaughan as Young
Sports Personality of the Year in Mole Valley was
a fantastic moment. Felix’s achievements in 
middle distance running are exceptional and he
encapsulates everything that we want to see at
the school; aspiration and commitment 
combined with humility and an unassuming self
confidence. It will be a proud moment for me to
represent the school at the Mole Valley Awards
Ceremony and watch Felix and others receive
recognition for their achievements and 
contributions.

Chris Panting
Headteacher

Members of the Upper 6th recently took part in a unique and
invaluable Workplace Insight Day at KPMG, Canary Wharf. The
aim of the day was to develop students’ transferable and pro
fessional skills by engaging in a range of practical activities
with professionals from across KPMG, a major multinational
provider of professional services. Students had the opportunity
to increase their understanding of what the company does
and what it is like to work for such an organisation. The 
students had an amazing time and we are very grateful to 
former student Dinah Rodell, who helped organise the event. 



ASHCOMBE DORKINIAN ASSOCIATION BURSARY AWARD 2019
The winner of this year’s Ashcombe Dorkinian As
sociation Bursary Award was Heidi De La Hoyde.
Heidi is now studying at Swansea University and
was given the award for her academic studies,
her contribution to community harmony and
goodwill, and the ability to cope with external
pressures. We continue to be very grateful for the
bursary award of £500 and would like to thank
Association members for their continued support
of the school.

Year 11 Geography pupils went to Portsmouth to in
vestigate the effects of regeneration in Gunwharf
Quays on the locality. To complete this, the 
geographers visited both Fratton and Gunwharf Quays
and employed various methods of investigation, 
including Environmental Quality Surveys and Bipolar
Surveys. This involved pupils interviewing members of
the public and making comparisons between the two
locations. They all enjoyed the day, exploring both
areas and testing their classroom knowledge in the
outside world.

ECO SCHOOL GREEN FLAG PROGRAMME
In response to the strong feeling amongst pupils that we could
be doing more to care for the environment, The 
Ashcombe School has joined the growing network of schools,
in the UK and across 67 countries, to run the Eco School Green
Flag Programme. Having set up the Eco School Committee, our
first goal is to apply for Bronze, then Silver and finally Green
Flag Status. The scheme is a starting point in steering the school
onto a greener path by raising awareness of the important 
issues affecting us all, and by galvanising pupils (plus parents
and staff) into positive action to protect our precious planet and 
improve our immediate environment. Since this is pupilled, it
has many benefits, not just for the pupils themselves, but for
the entire school community and potentially for our 
neighbourhood.  

The committee is about to undertake an environmental 
review of the school to find out what we are already doing and
where we most need to make improvements. The 
results of this important survey will guide the committee in 
deciding where the priorities lie, so that we can start making

positive changes.  Any future successes will only be possible if
we all agree to play our part and we really hope that you will
all think a little harder about your own carbon footprint, and
how you could make small changes to the way you shop, the
way you eat and the way you travel.  Even small changes can
have a BIG impact.  To learn more, or to get involved, pupils
should speak to their Student Council Representative and listen
out for the Eco Committee News!    
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YEAR 11 GEOGRAPHERS VISIT
PORTSMOUTH



The school has a long term relationship with Build Africa
and schools in rural Uganda, and in July 2019, fifteen Sixth
Form students visited Uganda to continue this work. 
Recently, the group were delighted to welcome to The
Ashcombe School, David Lacey (Director of Communica
tions and Fundraising) and George Opogo from the
Masindi office in Uganda. This was George’s first visit to
the UK and he was keen to visit us to sample life in a 
secondary setting and also to thank everyone for the
school's efforts in raising over £15,000 to support the 
activities of Build Africa in rural Uganda. 

George was treated to an English Cream Tea with the Sixth
Form students before touring the school and 
visiting a variety of lessons. Plans are now in place for our
July 2020 visit to Uganda and Lower 6th students are 
beginning to plan their fundraising activities for the year
ahead, so that we can continue to support the work of
Build Africa.

On 6th November 2019, sixteen Upper 6th Psychology
students visited Sigmund Freud’s consulting rooms at 20,
Maresfield Gardens in London. The students were given
a short talk on some of Freud’s famous theories and
teachings, which dispersed many myths and 
misconceptions surrounding Freud’s Psychoanalytic 
Therapies and Dream Analysis. They were then allowed
to enter Freud’s famous study, laid out as if he were still
alive today and filled with genuine antiquities from Egypt,
Africa and Iran. 

They were then invited into the rooms of Anna Freud, 
Sigmund’s daughter, who worked alongside her father as
a Child Psychoanalyst, continuing this work until her death
in 1982. In her back garden, she founded the Anna Freud
National Centre for Children and Families, which has since
been moved to Kings College London. This centre has
been instrumental in transforming children’s mental
health, promoting wellbeing and supporting families 
during difficult times. 

The visit was very much enjoyed by all those who 
attended and it is hoped that we can make it an annual
event. For more details please contact Mrs Hipple.
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BUILD AFRICA VISIT UPPER 6TH PSYCHOLOGY 
STUDENTS MAKE A VISIT TO
FREUD

YEAR 9 DT SKILLS PROJECT 

LOWER 6TH STUDENTS VISIT THE
PALLANT ART GALLERY

Year 9 pupils have been asked to design and manufacture a
metal pendant which can be used as a broach, key chain or
necklace. The pendants pictured are some of the best 
outcomes so far. This is the first time the pupils have worked
with metal and it was great fun to watch them cast pewter for
the first time. 

On Wednesday 16th October, Lower 6th students travelled to
The Pallant House Art Gallery in Chichester. The education 
department gave a guided tour of artworks on display 
relevant to the students’ themes for their AS level projects. 
An hour was also spent looking at artwork in the cathedral.



Every Year 10 pupil taking D&T GCSE took part in the 
manufacture of the poppies. Key Stage 3 pupils from the
Product Design Club assembled the final wreath and laser
cut the year plaque which sits on top. This was achieved
by classes joining to create one massive assembly line
across two DT workshops. Around four pupils worked on
each station, taking their roles very seriously and checking
the quality of the products as they made their way
through the assembly line. Pupils applied their under
standing of ‘Kaizen’ to continually improve the manufac
turing line, as they witnessed opportunities to become
more efficient.

Pupils really enjoyed the project as they were able to work
to a ‘live brief’ for the first time and were reminded of the
events held in London for the Armistice centenary. They
also experienced what it is like to work on a manufactur
ing line, which has improved their understanding of the
importance of robotics in industry, employment rights,
types of production and the importance of low skilled
labour in industry.

YEAR 10 DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY (D&T) GCSE PUPILS
CREATE BEAUTIFUL POPPY
WREATH IN REMEMBRANCE
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From 15th to 18th October, our Upper 6th geography 
students made the long trip to Slapton Sands in Devon by
train, to embark on their fieldwork for the Non Examined 
Assessment (NEA) element of their A Level Geography. The
aim of the trip was for each student to immerse themselves
in the physical geography of this very special area, including
coastal processes, coastal management, succession and 
hydrology, in order to select a topic for their NEA. Each 
student planned and carried out fieldwork to evaluate an 
element of that physical geography. We learnt how humans
are constantly fighting the power of the sea and how the in
creased intensity and frequency of storms, such as Storm
Emma in 2018, are making management of this coastline 
increasingly challenging. Back at school, the geographers
analysed their data and drew geographical conclusions, using
their knowledge and understanding of these physical
processes. Once again, our students were a credit to The 
Ashcombe School, working hard in the field and the 
classroom, and being polite to the staff at the Field Study 
Centre and to members of the public enjoying the 
landscape. 

October saw the school’s Duke of Edinburgh 
programme recognised at two events.  In the middle of the
month, The Ashcombe hosted the annual Mole 
Valley Awards Evening and saw over 150 pupils from local
schools awarded their Bronze and Silver certificates, as
well as an inspirational talk from local Great Britain 
canoeist, Dan Daley, about his experiences competing as
an elite level white water rafter.

Two weeks earlier, five Ashcombe students had received
their Gold Awards at St James’ Palace from HRH Earl of
Wessex.  Lucy Brett, Greg Pratt, Jacob Byrne, Holly Morris
and Joe Bradshaw have worked very hard to get to the end
of the scheme and thoroughly deserve this. Three staff
have also received their 10 year service awards from the
explorer, Leo Houlding, reflecting the time and effort that
Miss Mulligan, Mr Bright and Mr Rayne have contributed
to the Award Scheme.

UPPER SIXTH GEOGRAPHY 
FIELDWORK TRIP TO SLAPTON 
SANDS

ASHCOMBE DUKE OF EDINBURGH'S
AWARD SCHEME CELEBRATIONS



THE WIZARD OF OZ SCHOOL PRODUCTION 2019

THE ASHCOMBE APPRENTICESHIP FAIR 2019

COMPETITION TIME IN THE 
COMPUTER SCIENCE DEPARTMENTThis year’s school production of Wizard of Oz was a roaring

success. We hired set and costumes this year, and this made
the show look fantastic, especially the sparkling gates to the
Emerald city. Each production of the show received huge
amounts of welldeserved praise from the audience. The
cast exuded professionalism, showing a real sense of pride
and commitment throughout the rehearsal process, which
moves quickly, with the first rehearsals taking place in mid
September, just weeks before the final show. The level of
ability and talent showcased throughout the production was
outstanding and, as every year, we were incredibly 

impressed with the creativity, drive and enthusiasm demon
strated by all those involved. We extend a huge thanks to
the Upper 6th students who participated, many of whom
have been taking part in productions at the school since
they were in Year 8. We hope that these students continue
to ‘tread the boards’, and perhaps one day we might even
see some of them strutting their stuff in the West End! We
are already gearing up for next year’s show, ordering scripts
to read through and considering our options with 
excitement and anticipation!

The school staged the third Ashcombe Apprenticeship Fair
on 27th November. The event aimed to expand pupils' 
understanding of the apprenticeship programme and inspire
the current cohort to investigate this rapidly expanding field.
We were particularly keen to highlight the potential 
apprenticeships available before and after ALevel. We are
extremely appreciative of the support given to us by all the
volunteers from the organisations listed below, who came
in and spoke to our pupils.  

Many pupils said that the event had genuinely helped them
understand the possibilities that are available after 

Ashcombe. We are hopeful that this event will continue to
expand and help pupils in making an informed choice about
future pathways which reflect their own personal strengths,
values and interests. 

British Army; Chichester University; Deloitte; East Surrey 
College; Fidelity Investment; Fledglink; Headmasters; JTL
training; KBR; Knights Training Academy; MercureBox Hill;
Mole Valley; Nescot; NHS; Pfizer; Royal Air Force; Surrey 
Police; Tony Gee; University of Portsmouth; University of
Guildford.

It is competition season in the Computer Science 
department and we’ve had many successes over the past few
weeks:

THE CYBER DISCOVERY CHALLENGE 

This is organised by HM Government and was attempted by
our GCSE and A level Computer Science groups, with much
enthusiasm and a great deal of success. 33 Ashcombe partic
ipants have made it into the Game level of the 
competition, which continues until May. While taking part,
they are learning new skills to take their first steps into 
becoming cyber security experts. They take on the roles of a
security agent to crack codes and stop cyber criminals.

Our current school leaders in the competition are 
Adam Cobbold and Scott Bree, both in Year 10.

THE BEBRAS COMPUTER CHALLENGE

This is organised by Oxford University and was completed by
the majority of pupils in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11. In this chal
lenge, pupils have 40 minutes to complete as many logic 
problems as they can, and those who get most points gain the
chance to progress to the next level of the interschool com
petition and may get the opportunity to attend an interschool
competition at Oxford University.

Our top achievers in the first round are:

Intermediate level (Years 8 & 9) Jonjo Green 
and Gavin Rouse

Senior Level (Years 10 & 11)  Gemma Heinrich 
and Sophie Hooper

THE BAFTA’S YOUNG GAME DESIGNER COMPETITION

Currently open to all aged 10 – 18 years, pupils enter the 
competition to win a BAFTA YGD Award, along with oncein
alifetime experiences with top game makers and industry
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TUNG FU POETRY CLUB
Every Wednesday lunchtime, a group of pupils from across
KS3 gather in R18 with Miss Murphy and Miss Garcia to
write and perform poetry. As you can see from some of
the poems below, the topics we focus on are wide and 
varied! Sometimes it’s the environment, other times it’s
the M25. 

Here are some of the poems we have created  we hope
you enjoy reading them.

A BLANK PAGE 

It’s the first wonder of the world
It has the power to heal and to hurt
To restrict and set free

There’s nothing more beautiful than nothing
Possibilities are endless
Imagination runs wild

You can do anything
Have amazing adventures
Without leaving your home

Inspiration is everywhere
But nothing inspires
Like a white blank page.

professionals.

If you are interested, then please have a look at the 
following website: http://ygd.bafta.org/

Pupils will be continuing to work at the competitions in
R40 after school on Wednesdays. 

For more information please talk to Mrs Hockley.

I ATE YOUR PLASTIC BAG TODAY 

I ate your plastic bag today.
What have I done?
Fish it can kill, turtles it can slay,
I ate your plastic bag today.

Oh, the pain – end my suffering.
I am slowly dying an agonising death.
If I’m going to heaven, show me the way,
I ate your plastic bag today.

It’s the end to another short story.
Cut short by plastic, a killer, like knives.
This problem, it deserves a play!
I ate your plastic bag today.

I’m leaving the earth, my parents won’t know.
I’m leaving the place I’ve always known.
It’s more painful than my anguishing pain

“Excuse me,” I say:

“I ate your plastic bag today!”

BLACK AND WHITE 

When I was a child
I saw black and white.
Everything was obvious
Either wrong or right.

So I grew up and learned
To face the world
Living life that way
But now I feel
So unprepared
‘cause black and white
Turned into grey.

WITH BROKEN HEARTS 

If you didn’t sign up you were a coward,
If you did you’d feel empowered.
They left home with hope in every heart,
Before shooting unknown foes they would start.
Mothers would soon start crying
The boys end up in coffins crying
Guns would soon start going off,
In the gas from the shells they would wheeze and cough.
Officers say “You’re patriotic!”
Although the battlefields were so very chaotic.
The horses worked until they’d die,
They had no idea who was their ally.
Barbed wire, blood and mud galore
With broken hearts, this is how we won the ‘Great’ war.
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SIXTH FORM STUDENTS VISIT THE
HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
Sixth Form students visited the Houses of Parliament to
get a real sense of how politics in the UK works. After a
tour of Parliament, students had the opportunity to 
recreate the lawmaking process. It was really interesting
to see the factors that affect lawmaking in the UK and it
demonstrated to students the role of MPs in shaping 
effective laws. To complement the study of the powers of
Parliament, students were also given a tour of central 
London and the key locations in Britain’s political 
system.  

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE SANTA MAKES AN APPEARANCE
AT THE ANNUAL SENIOR 
CITIZEN’S PARTY’

The annual Ashcombe School carol service was held on
Monday, 2nd December at St. Paul's Church in Dorking.
Thank you to the Rev. Alex Cacouris and everybody at the
church for hosting us. It was a lovely evening, with tradi
tional carols, musical pieces including Lord of the Rings, and
readings including "Talking Turkeys". Other highlights 

included the Brass Ensemble, the Glee singers and Mezzo
who sang "That's Christmas to Me". 

On a cold night, the service was a perfect start to the 
festive season. Thanks to all the teachers involved in 
preparing the service and above all to our talented pupils.

Santa flew in on his sledge for an appearance at the annual
Senior Citizens' Party, spreading cheer and happiness around
the Ranmore Hall which was all aglow with decorations, tables
laden with wonderful food and the sounds of merry Christmas
music. It was a wonderful event bringing in 100 guests who
duly drank the splendid tea and tucked into a large array of
sandwiches, cakes and snacks. 

Thanks must go to Mr Woollett, staff and pupils who made
this event happen, especially Mrs Evans and her team of staff
and pupils who prepared the food and Year 8 pupils who were
very attentive to our guests and were excellent helpers. Much
praise was heaped on the musical entertainment, which was
very fine indeed. The guests departed laden with gifts and the
Christmas wishes of all the staff and pupils who took part 
ringing in their ears.



DR SARAH MACKENZIE ROSS, 
CONSULTANT CLINICAL 
NEUROPSYCHOLOGIST & CHARTERED
CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST AND 
EXPERT WITNESS VISITS 
PSYCHOLOGY STUDENTS

TWO ASHCOMBE YOUNG 
ENTERPRISE COMPANIES TAKE PART
IN FIRST DRAGON’S DEN EVENT

SCHOOL MOCK ELECTION 2019

GREEK THEATRE LECTURE DAY

Sixth Form psychology students had the pleasure and 
privilege of being visited by Dr Sarah MacKenzie Ross, a local
Clinical Neuropsychologist who lectures at UCL and has a
wealth of experience in working with the military, in clinical
settings and as an expert witness in court cases. 
Dr MacKenzie Ross explained that for every 120 placements
at any university, they will receive 1000 applications and it is
the role of the lecturers to filter through these 
applications and choose the students who ‘fit’ the course and
the university. The only way universities can get to know 
applicants is through their personal statements and she gave
invaluable advice on what to include, providing an outstand
ing example of a personal statement which had been sent to
five universities, resulting in five offers within a week. 
Dr MacKenzie Ross explained that students’ personalities
need to come through in their statements and that they need
to link what they are saying to the courses they are applying
for. Dr MacKenzie Ross will be returning later in the year to
speak with the whole of the 6th Form, which is something to
look out for. 

Pupils from across the school had great fun taking part in
our school mock election on Thursday 12th December, the
same day as the General Election. Pupils used secret
booths to select their preferred candidate before their 
ballot papers were placed in the ballot box. The 
outcome showed a clear majority for the Liberal 
Democrats. Many thanks to Mr Townend and the Sixth
Form Government & Politics students for organising this
illuminating event.

In November, the Lower Sixth Classical Civilisation 
students went on a day’s lecture trip to London in 
preparation for one of our units, Greek Theatre. The guest
lecturers included Simon Goldhill and Edith Hall, eminent
professors of Greek History and Literature at King’s College
London and Cambridge University respectively. The 
lectures were informative and interesting and we enjoyed
listening to world experts speak so enthusiastically about
the classics. The topics gave food for thought and enabled
the students to appreciate alternative viewpoints on much
discussed subjects. 

Our two Young Enterprise companies this year took part
in their first Dragon’s Den event at the Guildhall in Guild
ford.  In contrast to a long tradition of candle innovations,
this year Veco is providing a range of ‘sustainable swaps
for everyday items’, e.g. bamboo toothbrushes, cutlery
and cups, and Cedar is providing an electronic solution to
speed up your WiFi by blocking the ads on your network,
based on Raspberry Pi technology. In the ancient 
surroundings of the Guildhall, The Ashcombe’s firms were
up against six others from Royal Grammar School, 
Guildford High and Tormead.  They had to make a three
minute pitch to the Dragons, who were chaired by ex
Ashcombe entrepreneur, Danesh Amin. Both teams 
provided an excellent overview of why their product 
deserved to be on everyone’s Christmas list and handled
a Q&A grilling with confidence, but were disappointed not
to come away with an award this time.  However, the
Dragons were effusive in their praise and generous with
their feedback on what they needed to do for the next
round – the Y factor in January…!
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SIXTH FORM CELEBRATE THE 
FESTIVE SEASON WITH A DINNER
DANCE
The Sixth Form celebrated the festive season with their 
annual Dinner Dance. Students enjoyed a two course meal,
followed by music and the chance to strut their stuff on the
dance floor. The event was well supported by students and 
allowed them to enjoy the company of their peers towards
the end of a long term. Many thanks to the Student Union for
their hard work organising this event and to staff who 
persevered until the end!

The Drama department were very pleased to be able to 
attend a performance of The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe with our Year 11 pupils and Upper Sixth 
students in London. The performance will form the basis of
an extended response exam question which the Year 11
pupils will be asked in their final GCSE written exam in the
summer. This question requires pupils to write a live theatre
review, reflecting on the performance seen and the 
costumes, set design, lighting and acting skills which they
witnessed. The show was really fantastic and presented
many opportunities for pupils to make notes on these areas.
As usual, all our young people conducted themselves 

brilliantly and proved themselves to be studious, hardwork
ing and genuinely enthusiastic about theatre.  They were all
keen to make notes and create voice recordings on their
phones on the coach journey back, so that they didn’t forget
what they had seen, which is testament to how seriously
they are taking their Drama GCSE. The giant puppetry and
amazing abstract staging was inspirational and all those in
volved really enjoyed the show! We now look forward to
our next trip when we will be taking Year 10 drama pupils
to see a production of ‘Roots’ by Theatre Company 1927, to
further inspire their love of theatre. 

DRAMA PUPILS ATTEND PERFORMANCE OF THE LION, THE WITCH 
AND THE WARDROBE

LOWER SIXTH YOUNG ENTERPRISE FIRMS WIN Y FACTOR AWARD
January saw Cedar and Veco taking part in the Y Factor event
at Royal Grammar School, Guildford, where Cedar were show
casing their upgraded adblocker, Sentry, whilst Veco displayed
their eco credentials with their suite of ‘sustainable swaps’.
There were four awards on offer: best presentation, best trade
stand, most innovative idea, best report.  The teams were 
interviewed at their trade stand by four judges, who had 
already read their reports, and each team then gave a four
minute presentation on stage, based on their product and
their story to date.  Both our firms did an exceptional job
against six other firms from Tormead, Guildford High and RGS
(one firm had made sales of £9000 on Chilly bottle 
lookalikes!). Veco was awarded best trade stand and a prize
of £25, and Cedar, whilst not winning an award, were 
approached by a former IT salesman from the board of Young
Enterprise, who wants to come in and coach them on the 
marketing of their product as he thinks they have real 
potential.  It was also good to catch up with former pupil,
Danesh Amin, who is now the chair of the Surrey board.
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On 5th November 2019 students from The Ashcombe School
visited Auschwitz Birkenau as part of the Lessons from
Auschwitz project, coordinated by the Holocaust 
Education Trust. This programme aims to give students the
chance to visit and explore some of the most important and
notorious sites from the Holocaust. It also places the focus on
the human story, the people who were affected, looking into
their past and what the lives of these people were like before
this dark period of history occurred.

The Sixth Form students (Melissa, Hannah, Lulu and Katie)
were given a number of tours around various locations in
Poland, starting with a visit to the actual town of Auschwitz.
This idyllic and peaceful market town is in stark contrast to
images we associate with the death camps. A reminder that
seemingly normal life existed just a few short miles away from
genuine human tragedy. 

Next came the main Auschwitz camp, with its red brick build
ings and infamous black iron gate. There was something 
almost familiar about this place, like a location we all knew so
well and yet had never set foot in. As we walked through
rooms filled with suitcases, shoes and even human hair, the
scale of human suffering became all too real. 

An atmosphere that is difficult to describe, but feels very
wrong.

Finally we moved on to Birkenau, the main Nazi 
concentration camp. As you arrive the first thing you notice
are the train lines. Many, many train lines. They seem to come
from all directions and converge on this place – a one way
journey to what was at one point Europe’s busiest 
station. As you walk through the wire, the fences, past the
barracks, you begin to realise the scale of this place. As you
look in all directions you can see nothing but more of the
camp, almost never ending rows of huts and towers 
disappearing into the distance. As the mist set in and evening
arrived the location took on an even more ominous feel. 
A place we will never forget.

So, 75 years on, we cannot allow these events to be 
forgotten and we must collectively ensure that we never allow
these types of crimes ever to happen again. For all the 
darkness and the pain that Auschwitz can invoke, we can only
hope that some good must come of it. 

Holocaust Memorial Day – 27th January 2020.

AUSCHWITZ VISIT 2019

GARDENING CLUB
The Design and Technology department restarted The Ashcombe Greenpower Racing
Club in November last year. Year 8 and 9 pupils are getting to grips with the 
mechanical and electrical complexities of the vehicle and, when completed, will design
and build aerodynamic bodywork. Work will continue throughout this term and next,
with the aim of the car being fully built and tested for a race at a designated national
race track later in the summer.

This is an exciting opportunity for anyone in Year 8 and 9 to get involved. Club 
meetings are held every Thursday from 3.30pm to 4.30pm. If interested, contact 
Mr Hansen, Design & Technology.

Many congratulations to the following pupils who each
won a prize for their entries to the Garden Design 
Competition in December:  Alice Hope, Lucy Orme, 
Maddie Wharmby, Maddie Tennant, Alfie Wales, 
Dominic Searle, Florence Schembri and Lucy Loughlin.  

Many of their ideas and designs will be incorporated when
the new SLC garden is built later this year.

THE ASHCOMBE GREENPOWER RACING CLUB STARTS AGAIN



ASHCOMBE PUPILS IMPRESS AT THE SURREY
SCHOOLS SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE BRILLIANT CLUB

On Saturday 18th January, a group of 12 swimmers represented The Ashcombe
School at the Surrey Schools Swimming Championships.  In the junior girls (Years
7 and 8), Charlotte Gegg, Mabel Parnell, Issey Pocock and Isla Cockburn all swam
strongly, recording Personal Best (“PB”) times and all finishing in the top 20.  
The junior boys (Reece Davidson, Elliott Norrie, Duncan Fitzgerald and James 
GortonLee) were equally impressive, rising to the occasion and swimming PB
times.  In the intermediate boys (Years 9 and 10), Ben Lawrence swam an excellent
100m breaststroke, again recording an improved time and finishing in the top 10.
In the senior boys (Years 11, and 6th Form) swimming 100m freestyle, Huw Morgan
secured Ashcombe’s first medal of the evening, winning an excellent silver medal
in an impressive time of 54secs.  He was joined on the podium by brother Dominic,
who won gold in the intermediate boys 100m butterfly to retain his title of Surrey
School champion for a 4th year – an incredible achievement.  

Well done to all the swimmers!

The Scholars Programme is an initiative devised by The Brilliant Club which is an awardwinning 
University Access charity that works with schools and universities across the UK. The purpose is to
give pupils from comprehensive schools some experience of university style learning in the form of
tutorials with a PhD student, planning, writing and submitting a substantial essay. The study and 
support from the tutor takes place in school and these sessions are framed by days at two highentry
universities. 12 Year 10 pupils had their “launch day” at St Catherine’s, Oxford. The first tutorial was
preceded by introductions to the course and a tour of the College with a student describing academic,
social, sporting and artistic life at St Catherine’s. The PhD student led a great tutorial in which all pupils
were involved and she noted afterwards how much she had enjoyed our pupils’ interest in, and 
feedback about, the themes discussed.    

The assignment is a piece of research around “learning to read in the 18th Century.” Weekly 
tutorials take place for five weeks, and a graduation ceremony rewards the hard work at a second 
university in May. 

Graduation pictures to follow!
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GATWICK CAREERS DAY HAMPTON COURT TRIP SIXTH FORM STUDENTS ATTEND
MARSHALL SOCIETY OF CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY CONFERENCE 

The school was recently selected to host a Gatwick Careers
Day for this part of Surrey. It was very much a ‘hands on’
morning looking at biodiversity, construction, engineering, air
traffic control, retail, security and IT. Pupils from The 
Ashcombe and other schools spoke with pilots and flight 
attendants, learnt how to use a drone, tried their hand at 
marshalling a plane on the runway, looked at xray 
machines and searched for ‘bombs’ or other devices in one
of the airport cars. They also spoke with retailers and the 
organisations responsible for moving food and produce in and
out of the airport. Overall it was an informative and enjoyable
day for Years 9, 10, 11 and 6th Form. 

On 23rd January, 2020, Mrs Chalmers and Mr 
Townend took 30 students to Hampton Court Palace
as part of the Tudor section of their History ALevel.
Students had an informative session about whether
there was a midTudor crisis during Edward VI’s and
Mary’s reigns, involving source analysis and a walking
tour of the Tudor sections of the palace. Students were
then given free time to explore and see some of the
unique items on display, such as the lost dress of 
Elizabeth I, and Henry VIII’s royal kitchens, where it was
discovered, much to Mr Townend’s disappointment,
that chicken was not Henry’s favourite meat, although
he is rumoured to have eaten one of his swans in a
banquet on the day Anne Boleyn was executed!  
A challenge was set for students to produce a freeze
frame with a Tudor theme and to find certain key Tudor
symbols around the palace. These included a picture
of the most impressive chimney (of which there are
241) and a Fleurdelis (representing Henry VIII’s claim
to the French throne). The winning entry managed to 
encapsulate the fate of all of Henry VIII’s wives!

Sixth Form Economics students were again invited by the 
Marshall Society of Cambridge University to attend their 
annual conference this year on the subject of ‘Divergence –
where is Economics headed?’. Sitting in the grandeur of the
Cambridge Union debating chamber the students listened to
presentations on ‘is inequality pulling society apart?’, ‘Why
markets?’ and ‘How not to do Economics’, which both linked
with topics they have studied and stretched them beyond the
syllabus. They took part in an Economics quiz with Charlie 
Burton winning a book on liberal thinkers and even asked for
a signature from Lord Robert Skidelsky, the author of the
awardwinning biography of British economist John Maynard
Keynes. It’s a terrific opportunity for students to experience
both the environment and the culture of a great university for
a day, whilst listening to some of our most influential 
Economic thinkers.



14

THE FRENCH EXCHANGE  

Participating in a French Exchange is undoubtedly a lifechanging
and memorable experience, enhancing all your language skills, but
also giving you the unique opportunity to live as a French teenager
for a week, find out what it is like in a French home, socialise with
families and friends, and above all, develop your sense of independ
ence. This year was no exception, and included the additional 
excitement of experiencing a French strike firsthand!  Naturally, it
was a hot topic of conversation, and every participant will know for
evermore the word ‘manif’ or ‘manifestation’ (demonstration).

After a very successful ‘first leg’ when the French visited us for a
week in the autumn term, the return visit took place in early 
January, led by Ms Myers and Mr Harverson. They were extremely
impressed by the patient and understanding way in which the pupils
‘went with the flow’ as we responded to the challenges of a partial
transport strike, resulting in the opportunity to experience the full
range of transportation available in Paris: metro, bus and even tram!  

By having a longer “working day” each day in Paris, leaving the
school there early (8.30) and returning late (5.30), we managed to
fit in nearly everything we had planned: an introduction to the main
artistic styles represented in le Musée d’Orsay (a former 

station converted into a beautiful art gallery packed with famous
paintings); a walk along the river Seine before taking a cruise and
seeing the main sites from the river; a guided tour (in French 
of course!) of the grandiose ‘Opéra Garnier’ with its sumptuous 
decoration;  a visit to a perfume museum and a chance to prove we
had ‘le nez’ (the nose) required to make perfume; Le Musée Grévin
to meet 200 waxwork personalities and pick out the top 50 French
people, matching their names to photos; Le musée du Chocolat to
learn about the history of chocolate and benefit from abundant free
samples; the most delightful French lesson you could imagine, 
delivered by primary school children from our partner school; and
on the final day, a visit to La Cité des Sciences, an amazing interac
tive science museum and planetarium. And ofcourse, the odd break
for a crêpe or a shopping experience!

On the way home, the teachers were able to read the pupil diaries
and discuss what the pupils had learnt. It was such a pleasure to
see how much French they had picked up, how well they had been
accepted into the French homes, and how much they had done at
the weekend with their families.  

An exchange takes a great deal of organisation, and we are really
grateful to Mrs Prince and the Ashcombe clerical staff who do so
much to help its smoothrunning and to the staff who accompany
the trip, abandoning their own families for a week!  We can report
that the investment has a superb return: happy, motivated pupils
and proud teachers!  We are already planning our 202021 
exchange and urge current Year 8 and Year 9 to start planning for
the trip. Vive l’échange scolaire! Long live the school Exchange!

To see more photos, please look at our blog: 
https://ashcombeenc1920.blogspot.com/

In Year 7, I entered a piano composition 
competition, being the youngest in the 
category. I came 4th!  I was then invited to play
that piece in Vienna last summer.

So there I was, playing in the World 
Composer's Recital from the Golden Key 
International Piano Competition. I was 
terrified. I was shaking all over whilst I was
playing. The other people there were really 
advanced! But my performance went really
well and people complimented me on my 
playing. All the performers got a medal and
certificate!

So, what next? Well I'm not that sure really.  
I am not entering the Golden Key competition
again this year, but rather looking for 
competitions closer to home, like the Proms
Inspire competition. I'm also playing with 
various orchestras on my oboe, and in the
summer I'm going on tour with my two county
orchestras!

By Charlotte Golder

CHARLOTTE GOLDER PLAYS IN 
VIENNA AT THE WORLD COMPOSER'S
RECITAL (GOLDEN KEY INTERNATIONAL
PIANO COMPETITION) 

INDIVIDUAL SUCCESSES
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Many congratulations to Felix Vaughan in
Year 11, who has won the Mole Valley Young
Sports Personality of the Year. Felix is an 
outstanding runner who has represented not
only the school, but Surrey at National level
in both Cross Country and Athletics. He was
ranked number one in the UK last year for
1500m running a time of 4:07. He has also
won the British Championships held in 
Bedford. He is currently in the top 41 of the
alltime British 1500 metre runners for Under
15. He is set to compete in the English
Schools Cross Country in March and also
compete in the British Inter Counties where
he will be running for Surrey.

At the start of the summer holidays 
I travelled to Liverpool to compete at the
British Gymnastic Championship Series. This
was my 3rd year competing in this 
national competition and this year there
were 10 teams from England, Ireland and
Scotland. It’s been quite a season for us as
many of the team were injured, including me
with a broken foot.

It was a very exciting competition and after a
good fight from Newcastle Gymnastics we
held the 3rd spot and came away with the
Bronze medal. We were so excited, happy
and proud to medal, as for the last two years
we came in 4th. I love my sport, and training
at Leatherhead and Dorking Gymnastics club
with my team gym squad. We are off to 
Sweden to train with some world class
coaches at half term, where we will learn
some new skills. We are really hoping to
medal again at the British Championships
next year.

By Georgia Ewing

Sara is a local schools junior volunteer with
Stripey Stork. On 12th November 2019 she 
attended The Queen’s Award presentation,
where HRH The Duke of Gloucester 
presented The Queen’s Award for Voluntary
Service (QAVS) to Stripey Stork in recognition
of their volunteers and all they have achieved
in providing essential items to local families in
need.

Stripey Stork was founded in East Surrey in
2013 and has become a lifeline for many 
vulnerable families in the area. The charity 
collects new and preloved items for babies
and children and distributes them to needy
families via a network of referral partners, 
including schools, health visitors, social 
services and women’s refuges. To date, they
have responded to over 8000 requests for help
by providing clothes, books, toys and equip
ment to a value of over £2.7m.

Sara and the other junior volunteers were able
to talk with His Royal Highness about why
Stripey Stork means so much to them, explain
ing the ways in which they had made their own
contribution. 

In Belgium, Daniel in Year 10 won Gold in Light
Continuous Fighting in the Older Cadets 
category. He won Gold Light Continuous and
Points Fighting in the Junior category. 

In Bristol, the weekend before, he won Light
Continuous in the Cadets category and Gold
and Silver in Junior Light Continuous and
Points Fighting.

DANIEL AITCHESON WINS
KICK BOXING GOLD

FELIX VAUGHAN WINS MOLE VALLEY
SPORTS PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR

GEORGIA EWING IN YEAR 8 
COMPETES IN THE BRITISH 
GYMNASTIC CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

YEAR 8’S SARA LITTLEFAIR ATTENDS
THE QUEEN’S AWARD PRESENTATION 
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At the end of October, George Hopper in Year
9 competed at the English Indoor Bowls 
Association's  Youth Development Scheme
National Finals yesterday in Melton Mowbray.
He played extremely well and became the
Under 14 Overall Champion as well as picking
up the Under 14 Singles and Skills trophies.

Well done to Alex Stephenson, who was in
the Middlesex team that won the U15 mixed
intercounty water polo trophy at the 
Whitgift School at the beginning of 
December. He has also played for the South
East regional team and for Latimer Hammer
smith Penguin, one of the top teams in
England. Alex has been playing water polo for
many years, after been talent spotted by
water polo coaches at his local swimming
club. He trains five times a week, with each
training session lasting three hours. As he is
left handed, he plays five or one on the right
side of the swing ball. 

Sixth Former Arthur O’Hanlon was one of 20
cadets selected by the Army Cadets to take
part in a three week Surrey Army Cadet Force
exchange with the Western Australian Army
Cadets. This involved a tough three weekend
selection process, including a 20km Bergen
March at Pirbright carrying a weight of 20kg. 

He went to Australia for three weeks 
between September and October, spending
eight days in the bush, learning fieldcraft skills
and other military activities. Away from the
bush, they visited the Australian SAS Museum
and Caversham Wildlife Park, as well as many
other activities based around Perth.

Greg Cackett and his bobsleigh partner,
Bradley Hall, won silver behind Germany's
Francesco Friedrich and Thorsten Margis,
who have dominated this season. Great
Britain Bobsleigh tweeted "We believe that's
GB's best ever showing in a twoman race
since the circuit officially came into being in
the 1980s." 

The duo are selffunded after losing UK Sport
backing for the 2022 Olympics cycle. After the
first run in Igls, Austria they were in third 
position, but moved up to the silver medal
after the second run. 

The last time Great Britain won a World 
Cup medal with a duo was the women's 
competition in 2009. 

GEORGE HOPPER BECOMES UNDER 14
OVERALL ENGLISH INDOOR BOWLS
CHAMPION

ALEX STEPHENSON FROM YEAR 10
REPRESENTS MIDDLESEX IN THE U15
INTER COUNTY WATER POLO 
CHAMPIONSHIPS

ARTHUR O’HANLON SELECTED FOR
AN ARMY CADET PLACE ON EXERCISE
SOUTHERN CROSS IN AUSTRALIA

BRITISH BOBSLEIGH DUO GREG 
CACKETT (EX-ASHCOMBE STUDENT)
AND BRADLEY HALL CLAIM FIRST
WORLD CUP SILVER FOR GREAT BRITAIN

EMILIA VAKEVA-BAIRD REPRESENTS
ENGLAND IN THE INDOOR 
VOLLEYBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Emilia VakevaBaird represented England in
the Indoor Volleyball championships. 
England came second, losing in the final to the
favourites, Denmark, despite having beaten
them in a previous round.


